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Um, we're in Australia, right? 

What a difference ten weeks makes. In the seventy days since THAT match, the nation 
has undergone an intense greiving process, with about 80,000 individuals willing to tell 
anyone who'll listen that their view of soccer, and Australian soccer in particular - had 
changed forever. A huge crowd, a fantastic match, an unbelievable result. 

Okay, so Chile had never played in Australia before and support for the visitors was 
literally bussed in from all over the country, Meanwhile the Socceroos were playing in 
Sydney and Adelaide over the next eight days so interstate travellers were always likely to 
be scarce, but for Australian fans to be so embarrassingly outnumbered at a home 
international is a disgrace. To add insult (and pneumonia) to injury, most Aussie fans were 
forced to stand in the persistent rain after the 'away' support had arrived early and pinched 
all the undercover seating! 


So why has Australia, and Melbourne in particular, abandoned the Socceroos? 

Quite simply, they're not as silly as they used to be. Joe Public knows this isn't the REAL 
Socceroos because Mark Bosnich or Ned Zelic or young Harry Kewell isn't on the back page 
of the paper. No disrepect to the guys who gutsed it out during the OWSS, but Joe won't 
pay $25-$30 to see blokes he won't pay $12 to see on the weekend, even if they are in the 
national strip. 

Nonetheless, after the moderate success of the OWSS last year, most fans would have 
been happy to go again had they been offered something similar. Last year the fans got a 
double header at Bob Jane Stadium for $18, which was great value. This year they got a 
single international - with obligatory dodgy curtain-raiser - for $20-$25, which is not great 
value. Particularly when you don't get what's advertised, 

The Zamorano/Salas saga was another painful reminder of why local fans don't buy 
tickets until the day of the match. Even in the week leading up to the game there were still 
people willing to suggest either player could make an appearance, despite Zamarano pulling 
an abductor muscle the previous Sunday. Yet when the news is confirmed that neither 
player will come the local fan suddenly thinks the game isn't worth going to see, The local 
media really should learn to promote the players that WILL be coming, at least that way the 
fans won't be misled and the other codes won't have another giggle. 


A platform for reform or just another talkfest? 


The announcement of a stakeholders seminar to be held at the end of February should 
be good news for the game. It will provide the stakeholders with the periodical chance they 
need to complain about the direction Hill is taking the game, while giving the SocAus board 
another opportunity to tell the ‘traditional’ clubs they are on their last legs. 

Already Perth have signalled their impatience with other clubs by refusing to attend 
certain 'compulsory’ meetings, with Carlton also apparently miffed at the governing body's 
lenient attitude towards particular clubs. This is not surprising. The fundamental question of 
what TYPE of league we need in Australia must be addressed before discussion takes place 
as to who is eligible. 


The traditional clubs seem intent on pursuing the goal of guaranteed tenure, and having 
already seen similar privileges granted to certain provincial clubs, they may have a case. 
But does Australia want, or need, a closed-shop type environment similar to the AFL, or any 
number of American competitions, where salary caps and drafts point it firmly in the direction 
of socialism? Or does Australia want, or need, an open free-enterprise, survival of the fittest 
type league, allowing the possibility of ANY club working Its way up through the ranks and 
qualifying for the national league on merit, irrespective of their internal structure, political 
motives, ethnic support or all of the above? 

As yet another war of words erupts, it might be prudent to at least make sure this central 
question is answered. Without an answer, there can be no long term plan. 


Optus World Series 1998 


Australia v Chile - February 7 - Olympic Park, Melbourne 
Att: 12,000? Ref: Gerry Connolly 


Ten weeks after the most spectacular party the game in this country had ever seen, and 
a mere seven weeks after the REAL Socceroos had taken the Confederations Cup by storm, 
the effect of that ‘unbelievable result’ was at Olympic Park for the rest of the country to see. 
A crowd of 12,000 or so was pleasing enough for the bean counters but it must have been 
galling for David Hill, Terry Venables and the home-based Socceroos to be facing such a 
pro-Chile crowd! (Oh, if it's any consolation, it was just as bad in NZ) 

As for the match itself, the weather may not have helped our passing but it didn't seem to 
hinder the Chileans too much as they carved out a number of excellent openings in the first 
half. Once again the goal was the result an offside trap gone horribly wrong, and It carnot 
be dismissed as mere coincidence. Had Acuna not been on hand to score afler Kalac had 
brought down Barrera, Zeljko would almost certainly have been sent off. 

Shortly after he was lucky to be given the benefit of the doubt when a thumping header from 
Margas was ruled out when the referee said Kalac was impeded on his way to the ball, 


The decision to play Trimboli up front mystified us, After all, he has been perhaps the 
best playmaker in the league over the past few years. With Damian Mori controversially left 
out it left us short on firepower, but why play Trajanovski (the only forward wilh qenuine 
pace) behind Trimboli and Markovski, neither of which would trouble a well drilled defence. 
Also, if Horvat is going to play sweeper, can we afford the luxury of Ivanovic 45 a Marker? 
Well, if the alternatives are Babic or Longo.... 

The debutants De Amicis and Bilokapic were inconspicuous and the depressed 
(depressing?) role played by Bilokapic resulted in Australia looking like 4 62-2 side al times, 
possibly explaining why Chile ruled the midfield comfortably before the break 

All right, there were positives, Goran Lozanovski looked okay until he got hinsell sent off 
after 75, and Brett Emerton was only let down by his youthful enthusiasm, sornelhing which 
would effect him in Sydney as well. And Troy Halpin showed he might stake a claim fora 
spot in the domestic based ‘roos. As could Horvat, with FIFA deciding he can represent his 
country while his club dispute is sorted out. Look for Horvat in the Ericcson Cup belore the 
end of the year. 

But whichever way you look atit, the visitors were certainly the better tearm and less 
wasteful finishing could have seen them win by three or four. There was lillle in their tour 
results in the lead-up to this game that suggested we would see such a classy performance 
in such testing conditions. Pity our home-based ‘roos weren't up to the challenge, but 
Chile's performance was put in perspective four days later when they won at Wembley 2-0. 

Bizarre statistic: The 1996 census indicated there were 6,655 Chilean-born people in 
Melbourne. Could be time for a re-cowunt. 


Australia v South Korea - February 11 - Sydney Football 
Stadium 
Att: 9,832 Ref: Brett Hugo 

With ‘back to square one’ being the brief for this series it perhaps wasn't surprising that 
Venables made five changes to the starting line-up, The lack-lustre first half performance in 
Melbourne almost demanded it, One enforced change was between the sticks after Kalac 
injured his arm against Chile, so Jason Petkovic - the man who conceded TWO goals 
against the Solomon Istands last year - got another chance. 

And lake it he did, keeping a clean sheet with a solid performance which suggested Kalac 
may have same serious domestic competition after all. His save from Ko's first half free-kick 
needed lo be outstanding, after he had used up his luck when Choi headed weakly at him 
will the qaal qaping following a drive which rebounded from a post. 





The only goal of the game was an excellent one, with the persistence of De Amicis 
allowing him to thread the ball through to Trajanovski who cut it back for an unmarked Tapai 
to thump it into the empty net. There was a strong hint of offside but television replays 
proved the officials correct. The goal gave Australia added confidence and at the end of the 
game had just about deserved their victory. 

; Halpin put in another strong performance, but Tapai was BoG in most fans minds, even if 
Kris Trajanovski won the mobile phone. Abbas Saad will be one to look back on this garne 
with the feeling he should have scored a couple, giving further ammunition to those critics 
who questioned his selection in the first place. He has no chance of playing in either 2000 or 
2002 so the critics had plenty of reasons to be vocal. Emerton was good value, especially 
after half time and deserves to be persevered with until at least 2000, 

The Koreans weren't pleased with the result or their performance and fully expected to 
atone for their 1-2 defeat in Brisbane last year. They went through 1997 with only three 
defeats: Brazil, Japan and Australia, On this showing, they will be thrilled if they can achieve 
a similar record in1998. 

Bizarre stat; The 1996 census indicated 20,748 South Korean-born people in Sydney. 
Thankfully, they don't quite share the Chileans passion for soccer... 


Australia v Japan February 15 - Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
Att: about 9,000 Ref: Mark Shields 


They may have lined up without Miura, Lopes and Kitazawa but Japan - complete with 
Nakata - had a far better line-up than Oz on paper and although Markovski could have put 
us ahead within a minute, once De Amicis was correctly sent off for handball there was only 
ever going to be one winner. We couldn't help but feel sorry for Fausto. Having waited so 
long for a chance at international he has experienced the full range of emotions during the 
three match series, being subbed in Melbourne, setting up the goal in Sydney and now sent 
off in Adelaide. 

Although the defence toiled manfully it was inevitable that Japan would stretch Australia 
and once the visitors introduced Hirano and Lopes to the action the hosts were found 
wanting. The lead was doubled when Kalac could only parry a Lopes shot into the path of 
Hirano, when the conditions demanded he push it safely around the post. Fora while there 
Australia was developing a reputation for producing world-class keepers but the form of 
Kalac in this match (and in Melbourne) suggests he may not be the long term answer. With 
height like that you'd think he would dominate the air but his inability to take control at set 
pieces is becoming a liability. 

The third goal was the result of a brilliant pass from Nakata into the path of a brilliant run 
down the left by Hirano, who proceeded to beat Kalac with some ease at his near post. At 
3-0 the game was over but there was still time for Shields to give Yamaguchi his second 
yellow after some funny business with (I think) Halpin. 


! As in Melbourne, the weather was crap, but the locals did the right thing and came out for 
Milan. He deserved nothing less than a perfect night, great weather, a win for the 
Socceroos and the glory of being substituted just before full-time to be greeted at the 
touchline by flowers and champagne, a la Farina v Ghana in 1995. Sadly, he got none of 
the above. For more info see Get the book out! 

Bizarre stat: About 813,000 Japanese visit Australia each year (based on 1996 figures). 
Wonder how many photographers that includes? 


So, three games, one goal. Damian Mori controversially left out, Markovski 
showing just the odd glimpse, Saad missing what he should have had for breakfast, 
Trimboli played in the wrong position and the midfield providing little genuine 
support for the frontmen. Honestly, it was like turning the clock back eighteen 
months. If Venables Is to go now, one wonders what his lasting legacy will be. 





OWSS 1998 - Scores, line-ups... Oz Soccer finds a new Spirit 


Over the last two years Melboume fans have seen the emergence of two new Ericsson 


Feb7 (Melbourne) Chile 0-1 , Cup clubs, yet their entrances could hardly have been in greater contrast. First we had the 
Feb 11 (Sydney) South Korea 1-0 Tapai39 ‘Trojan Horse of Heidelberg’, cunningly disquised as Collingwood, before witnessing a more 
Feb 15(Adelaide) § Japan 0-3 professional entry in the form of Carlton. 

Now, in Sydney, we have another new entrant. Northern Spirit have attracted a lot of 

Chi SK Jap attention around the Sydney area, but it would be wrong to suggest that all of the interest 

Zeljko Kalac (Sydney United) Xx ‘ % has been for the right reasons. 
Jason Petkovic (Adelaide City) 

The first area of concern came on the day of their inclusion. The choice of North Sydney 
Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) x . Oval may well suit the club as far as its anticipated demographics are concerned, but the 
Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) x x 5045 cricket wicket is bound to be a serious problem. Just ask the Carlton players. There have 
Steve Horvat (Hajduk Split, CRO) s : been reports that the groundstaff will be relocating the wicket area with some whizbang 
Mark Babic (Marconi) Xo45 technology that most curators haven't heard of yet, but as simple folk we have a right to be 
Dominic Longo unconvinced. 

Another curious ‘condition’ of their successful application was the recommendation that a 
pos Oe SR ar oer Seahawks consortium member was included on the Norther Spirit board. John Thomson, 
Goran Lozanovski eit United) we x come on down! But should SocAus tell prospective Ericsson Cup clubs who to have on their 
Robie bicrese anor d sic) 075 x x board? This reminds us of SocAus telling Sydney Utd to play at Parramatta... 

Brett Emerton ( way And finally, SocAus - perhaps remembering the Collingberg debacle - requested a bond 

an Xo46 which would guarantee their existence for at least five years, This didn't quite seem 

ashore laa Xo75 4 Xo84 necessary. After all, the reputations of those on the newly appointed board should surely 

Troy Halpin (Perth Glory) 5046 x 4 senda signal to Hill and co. that these people don't just mean business, they ARE business. 

Gabriel Mendez (Marconi) Xo63 so76 $045 Kathryn Greiner, Peter Rix and Kerry Chikarovskl are hardly the sort of people you would 

Kris Trajanovski (Adelaide City) 5063 Xo76 x ask for guarantees from, although as some fans have pointed out, where's there's politicians 
ate cheb howe bry nee nics fans reckon anything with ex-Marconi stamped on it 

Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) Xo63 0 shoul a caution! 

| aad (Sydney United s063 x A. + 
Se eda ook x so76 Koa 


The question of the coach carried the usual and some unusual speculation. Graham 
Arnold's name was a constant favourite but one radio show suggested Branko Culina would 
be the coach, sources claiming he was actually offered It a few months agol 
Once the coaching post was settled it was time for the player speculation. A touch of cloak 
and dagger surrounded the announcement of Clayton Zane's signature and we can expect 
much more as the off-season approaches. Kalac and Marusic are just two names to watch. 
As for the juniors, the Spirit have made the welcome noises about affiliated junior 
associations and so on but the reality remains that the best juniors go to the institutes and 
the clubs are left to pick up the 'second tier’ players. Plenty of these players leave the game 
after a season or two, usually fed up with non-payment or late payment or just the sheer 
bloody politics of the sport. If Spirit can provide a lifeline for such players, Australian soccer 
will be the winner. 
















A National Supporters Group? Everybody wants one but... 
There’s been a bit of serious chinwaggin’ going on over the pasl couple of months about the 

|need for a genuine National Supporters Group, particularly ee the pathetic turn-out for the 
OWSS matches. Great in theory, but what do we actually want 

Back at the National Soccer Summit in 1995, Studs Up suggested the fans be considered a 
stakeholder, along with the players and coaches. Until the national governing body allows the 
three key sectors in the sport a REAL voice then it will be difficult for those sectors to believe 
they are being heard. ; 

Before that is likely to happen however, each body will need to convince SocAus they have 
their own house in order. To date, only the players have an effective structure, so the fans will 


continue to be trampled until a cohesive, effective unit is formed. So, with the Spirit in, does that mean we have a 'bye' next season? Well, only SocAus, 


or more precisely one or two honchos at SocAus, know the answer to that one. In fact it 

wouldn't surprise to discover the decision won't be made until the end of the season. 

Sixteen teams is a nice figure but it won't deliver quality on the park. Competitions of 14 and 

/ 12 teams haven't achieved it so why would 16? Fourteen? Which club is going to get kicked 
out. Who's got the balls to kick them out? Just can't wait for another round of verbal boxing 

during the off-season..... 


it is not the aim of Studs Up to initiate such a unit, but Studs Up - along with OzSoccer - can 
cantly provide help in terms of networking and helping point interested parties in the right 
direction. Ultimately what such an organization needs is a dedicated bunch of people in each 
state who are prepared to donate up to pieha beri a week preparing documents, answering 
enquires, organising t-shirts, meetings, doing Danking.... ; 
We dba wart te put anybody off such a project, but the workload would be quite enormous. 
Far too much for any one person, probably. But try not to let that put you off. 





And we'll leave the last word to director Emmanuel Zammit: "These are certainly exciting 
times for soccer in this country and | have heard nothing but positive feedback from players, 
sports fans and corporate business people in the area." 





See you in October... 





a | 


Get the book out! 


Red card to Peter Desira of the Melbourne Herald Sun. But before we go any further, we'd 
like to preface the charge wilh a short paragraph. 

As you may be aware, some of the SU crew were contributors to the Iran (MCG) 
matchday programme, but we weren't too surprised when Playbill decided they could do 
things cheaper themselves for the OWSS. To be honest, we were just thrilled to be part of 
an amazing (MCG) event. So, why we would we be shitty about not being invited to go 
around again? Well, we weren't. Until we read the OWSS programme. Try this.... 


From “Opponents with Plenty to Prove" by Peter Desira of the Herald Sun, Melbourne. 
"Chile has been playing a 4-3-1-2 system in which the two fullbacks join the attack at 
every opportunity and forwards who are required to get back to win the ball back when 
possession is lost." 

Now try this... 

“Governed by the fear factor" by Eric Weil, World Soccer France 98 liftout. 

"Chile have been playing 4-3-1-2 with two full backs joining the attack at every 
opportunity and forwards who have to help a lot in winning the ball back. 

And now for some more from Desira.... 

"Acosta ended up using 44 players in 16 qualifying games, but 18 of them were used 
only once or twice. | 


And Weil.... 
“Acosta says he is not satisfied with his team. He used 44 players in the 16 qualifying 


games, but 18 of them only once or twice." 
Hmm, yep, there's more, but | think we've made our point. 


Red Card to SBS for their decision to change the ‘On the Ball’ timeslot to Friday night. 
There seems so doubt that SBS have blundered with their decision but bugger all will 
happen unless they get a s#*%-load of complaints. If we had more time we'd look in the 
phone book and give ya the details, but we have noticed the easily remembered website 
address so if ya hooked up, get onto http:/Mwww.sbs.com.au 

Otherwise just flex your fingers and lungs... 


Red card to the Melbourne Knights steward who decided to take matters into his own hands 
during the South Melbourne/Knights match at Somers St. Naturally the Knights were a bit 
excited after leading 1-0 until the 92nd minute when they suddenly found themselves down 
lo NINE men and Trimboli about to convert a penalty. 

Okay, the Greek celebrations were quite exuberant, and flares naturally found their way on 
to the playing arena, but for a Knights steward to hurl it back over the heads of the South 
fans. After being led away by a couple of other Knights stewards this goose actually 
removed his bib and started taunting the South fans again! As expected, it was on again in 
the carpark after the game. Just another derby... 


Red card to Mark Shields and the Socceroos for the farce in the dying minutes of the Oz v 
Japan match at Hindmarsh. Everybody in the stadium knew it was Milan Ivanovic's last 
international and with a few minutes to go the substitute is warming up and the crowd is 
warming up and Milan is obviously getting ready and.... play continues unabated, 
No stoppage, no substitution. Not long into injury time Kalac decides to hoof the ball out. 
Too lale. Shields blows the final whistle. 

Okay, he got ‘presented’ to the crowd about five minutes later. After plenty of fans - 
mainly those already soaked by the unseasonal rain - had buggered off home. But really, 
folks, this is the sort of thing that only confirms what the fans think of SocAus’ treatment of 


our Formeroos. 





Red card to the coin chuckers at the South Melbourne v Newcastle m 

: atch. The SES were 
having a collection night, walking inside the inside perimeter with a massi | 
time, encouraging fans to throw money. ' eae 

But certainly not at the pace some of the morons were hurling ' 3 

| Urling ‘em! Luckily all the SES 

crew were helmeted. Not so those in the front rows of the grandstand. Or the players! Brad 
Swancott was forced to take up a position outside the 18 yard box for a while there... 
One smart&%"& suggested that he probably would have dropped them anyway. 


Yellow card to the fans in Melbourne AND Sydney for the lack of support for the Socceroos 
during the Optus series. Okay, it wasn't the REAL Socceroos, but to be so embarrassingly 
outnumbered at home fixtures is, in the words of Johnny Warren, “not on Les..." 

We can vividly remember when Croatia toured here In 1992, and the way the local Croatian 
community rallied together to totally outnumber the 'home' supporters. | 

It was a rude reminder of how far soccer in this country had to go, and while the scene for 
the Chile and South Korea matches may have been vastly different had the Socceroos 
qualified for France, Iran's smash and grab raid has plunged domestic soccer back to the 
brink of despair. Thank god Adelaide fans turned out for Milan... 


Yellow card to Sydney United's Paul Bilokapic for his variation on the sh i 

rel aul ort corner routine at 
Suncorp. Knocking it short, then realising he didn't have a teammate nearby, PB decides to 
just ‘play on’. And then he has the nerve to whinge to the ref about the decision! . 


Yellow card to ticket sellers at Olympic Park for the Chile game. Can you believe these 
— = charging patrons an additional $3 booking fee on top of the price of their ticket? 


Yellow card to Johnny Warren for his infamous comments re: UTS Olympic, Arok 

Harcombe, and so on. But a little birdie told us recently that Frank was ona pittance at 

Gippsland, and we all know Johnny's a fan of Frank and once Johnny got officially involved 

again... But the sad part about this is that Geoff Harcombe should have seen the bullet 

coming as soon as the new, er, 'White Knights’ (771!) took over, Sure it’s upsetting learning 

a is — get the arse via the telly but it's no big deal if everyone around you already 
i ; 


AND NOW FOR SOME CARDS FROM FOURTH OFFICIAL KYLIE TOMISLAV 


Yellow Card to Sydney United's ground announcer at Parramatta Stadium fi i 

( | | or continual! 
(well, at least two weeks running) referring to South Melbourne during score updates as ; 
Hellas’. Although we could have misheard it as those chants for ‘Croatia’ were a tad loud. 


Red Card to Sydney United (‘the best program in the league’ ¢ i 
ge gue’ copyright Johnny Warren) f 
. ne Dene fea their match versus Canberra Cosmos, ine pecan in the ee 
wesome Foursome’ (copyright Sydney United) four straight ! 
am Joe Public, who is playing? : ght home games series. Hello, | 


Yellow Card to the marketing genius who came up with this: On the I 
| 1@ M4 from Sydney to 
Parramatta, Stands a billboard for Sydney Uniled's four home games in Janine: . 
The Sydney United Pumas are set to tear Parramatta Stadium Apart’ it boasts. 
Well, the fans did it last season so why not the players this? 


Red card to all those involved in the postponement of the Adelaide City v W 
i | ollongong match 
Re aoe rare can you believe that the postponement was due to a Thegby World Sera 


fea! 





While the nation wrestles with a constitutional convention 
the QSF may be headed for a constitutional crisis. _ 
"lhe Farr Post' editor Tony Moran reports on the 1997 QSF AGM 


it's unfortunate that it had to come to this, but this meeting was going to be make or 
break for the QSF. We now have a board of directors that are determined to hold on to 
mower at whatever the cost. The ultimate price that we must pay for this, Is that the game as 
a whole suffers. Those of you familiar with the politics of Queensland soccer, will remember 
that Gordon Arrowsmith stood against incumbent President, Wallace Dann, last year, and 
although he was beaten for the top job, he was voted in as Vice-President - a compromise 
by the clubs, it seemed. This time around, he stood against Dann, once more for the top 
job, but this time, it was all or nothing. If he couldn't get the Presidency, he didn't want to be 
involved at all. His frustration at being left out of meetings and decisions throughout his year 
as VP had spilled over, and when | spoke to him just before the day of the meeting, he'd had 
enough of the establishment, time-wasters on the board - call them what you will. 


Throughout that year, there had been a certain amount of irritation at Perry Park as to the 
content of the independent fanzine "The Farr Post". Arrowsmith, and a number of board 
members thought it not a bad idea to have an alternative opinion on the game in 
Queensland, The majority, however, thought it rebellious, and not worth the paper that it 
was scrolled on. This obvious support for a change in the ranks brought Arrowsmith into 
conflict with Dann, and a number of board members, on a regular basis. As Vice Pres, 
Arrowsmith was expected to take over from Dann, when the President was away on 
business, instead he found deposed VP Guido Canale being consulted on certain matters. 


it all came to a head at the AGM when the vote was about to be taken. A third candidate, 
Geoff Millward of Rochedale Rovers had also thrown his hat into the ring for the Presidency, 
but all it did was split the anti-establishment vote. Arrowsmith was livid that he couldn't 
persuade the headstrong Millward to step down before the ballot, and the obvious 
happened. Dann’s supporters closed ranks, and he was swept back into office. 

Arrowsmith stormed out of the meeting in disgust. Not at the result, but the way the 
meeting had been conducted. Prior to the ballot, a list of unfinancial members was read out. 
These clubs would not be allowed a vote. One of them was a certain Brisbane Strikers. Now, 
the Strikers have two votes, and it's no secret that they are big supporters of Wally Dann - 
after all lan Brusasco chose Dann as his successor when he stepped down all those years 
ago. The Strikers rep asked if he could address the meeting, Dann gave his approval, but 
Arrowsmith said that they had no right to do so. Apparently, the rep asked to be allowed to 
vote, after a lengthy speech, and urged the meeting to vote on it, and grant them their 
request. , mein 

"At this point the meeting is reported to have turned into an uproarious affair, with 
Arrowsrnith urging Dann to call a halt to the proceedings. In the end the Strikers were 
atlowed to vote, and Dann was returned. A number of members threatened legal action 
because of the unconstitutional meeting that had just taken place, but to date nothing has 
ever come of this. 

ince then the board have voted against financing the local TV show Inside Soccer for 
iin season, and itseems that with Arrowsmith out of the way they are flexing their muscles 
once more, Existing board member Ray Evans, who has been involved with the game in 
(ueensland for many years, took over as Vice-President. His support of the Strikers is such 
(hat his business, ABG Printing, bends over backwards for Queensland soccer. 





rhey produce tha Eye on Soccer, and the Strikers matchday programme Eye on Strikers, 
iid have already stifled two projects that the independent boys at TFP have been working 
on lately Could this mean the end for The Farr Post too ? 


SM Hellas - The Professional Soccer Club? 


From Peter Kartsidimas 


Over the next three pages | will attempt to tell you a story that, if told in full, would fill at 
least five editions of the World Book Encyclopaedia. | am a founding member of the South 
Melbourne Supporters Group (SMSG), a group that started with a few friends after we 
witnessed what some of our fellow SM supporters did on the bus trip back from last season's 
Preliminary Final at Parramatta. (Ed note: See SU24, if's a gem!) 

We'd had enough of George Vasilopoulos’ pussy-footing around, seemingly doing nothing 
about these thugs and most importantly doing sweet diddly about promoting our club to 
mainstream Australia. So we went off to see SM’s then general manager, Peter Filopoulos, 
with a list of grievances ten miles long. After a lengthy conversation, Filop suggested we do 
something about it and create OUR OWN Supporters Group. Despite being hesitant about it 
in the beginning, we quickly got into action by organising a meeting, with all SM members 
being invited. 


This meeting showed the first signs of how certain people on SM's board felt threatened 
by us. A (now departed) boardmember had agreed to come and open the social club for us, 
yet he somehow changed his mind and never came until numerous phone calls tracked him 
down on the day and he begrudgingly let us use the room, even though he was about an 
hour late. This meeting was a complete success with about fifty, mostly young, SM fans 
turning up and it was obvious that we weren't the only ones wanting the club to open its 
doors to all. 


Some members of the Supporters Group (SG) also became club volunteers, helping the 
club with an endless amount of things. One of the first things we did was to do a letter drop 
of the local area, where 5,000 letters were dropped off informing residents about SM and 
inviting them to the Tynan-Eyre Cup game against Carlton and to the club's family day. 

Somehow this family day turned into a Athens 2004 day, with Greek flags and music 
becoming the theme. Luckily, it was a wet and miserable day and not too many local 
families turned up, but those that did quickly walked back to thelr cars, and so they should. 

Despite this we continued helping with things like manning a stand at the Royal 
Melboume Show (even though we had to pay to get inl), endless administrative work, club 
mail-outs and our biggest success has been producing the new SM matchday programme 
‘Inside Lakeside’. On match days we man tumstiles, do the ground announcing, sell raffle 
tickets and sell 'Inside Lakeside’ amongst other things. In order to do these tasks some of 
uS were given ground steward passes, even though we never asked for them, but we were 
simply told that they were to prevent any hassle in getting into restricted areas, nothing else. 
More on that later. 


Despite all this work we somehow found some enemies, some of the club's old Hellas 
boys. These people were hellbent on making sure the SMSG was eradicated by feeding 
people lies, especially the Greek media. We hardly knew these guys, yet they came up to 
two of us and told us "watch your backs". They seemed to be angry about us removing the 
‘Club Hellas’ sign from the social club, a sign a club official asked us to take down (a sign 
that is still fo go back up, thank God!) 

Before much longer a Greek newspaper started writing some false allegations about us, 
saying that we had banned Greek flags and symbols from the ground and they plagiarised 
our page on the SM Lakers internet site. The next thing we knew these Hellas old boys 
were on this newspaper's radio station absolutely slagging the hell out of us, implying we 
were anti-Greek and calling us "monkeys" amongst other things. The funny thing is these 
guys hardly knew us or spoke to us, so you can imagine the amount of lies used to vindicate 
their story. And some of the ridiculous things they were saying aren't even worth repeating. 
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| rang the station demanding a right of reply, and after much persistence they finally let 
me on. This resulted in some of us being invited to air our views on the same show a few 
days later. We accepted this invitition and everything seemed to go quite well, they even 
promised us a new story in their newspaper telling the true story, funny how it never 
appeared. | guess they felt they had given us the bad name and they wanted to keep it that 
Way. ; 

Our continued volunteer work seemed to keep us away from what we had initially 
intended to be, the progressive fan's voice, and other than conducting a second meeting - 
attended by about 15-20 people, we had neglected our fellow SMSG members. So it was 
time to make our first newsletter, appropriately titled "The Maverick’. 


'The Maverick’ let every SMSG member know exactly what had been going on since our 
initial meeting, there were no lies and was written in a satirical manner, much like a fanzine. 
Despite this somehow the @#*% hit the fan due to an item titled "Fatman, Moustaka and 
3AB', which was an in-depth description of the situation described above. The SM board 
were very unhappy, as they felt we offended one of their sponsors, 3AB. 

Mind you, the owner of 3AB once went on radio slagging SM, saying SM helped sink 
Heidelberg United. The only thing we did that may have offended them, other than tell the 
truth, was to call them Radio Heidelberg, and when you consider all the above information, 
you could think of worse names. Of course many people rightly or wrongly thought they 
were one of the characters in the article, some of whom we had never seen in our lives let 
alone know who they were. For them to think they were the characters they must have done 
something, where there's smoke there is always a large fire at SM, and the smoke Isn't from 
grilling souviakia. 


These old Hellas boys kicked up a horrendous stink, Moustaka even threatened to hit me 
in front of George Vasilopoulos, SM's fence sitter (ah, sorry, president). We told some 
committee members that we would discuss the situation on the night of the next SMSG 
executive committee meeting which coincided with the club's board meeting. We all turned 
up, with even some support from Flying Start's Andrew Neophitou, yet we were told that we 
were not required. Despite this we offered our services for 'Inside Lakeside’ and for nothing 
else, but this request was denied. We were not wanted to do the programme anymore. 


The board went ahead with the main topic being ‘The Maverick’, a decision was made 
without hearing our side of the story. Even Martin Bryant got a fair hearing! This is what 
was sent to me by our new general manager, Peter George, about nine days later. 


Dear Peter 

Due to the circumstances pertaining to the newsletter sent out, headed ‘The 
Maverick’, we South Melboume Soccer Club hereby would like you to hand in your off- 
field passes immediately, thus relinquishing your duties as an official of the club for 
season 1997/98 

However, this does not mean that your role in the supporters group is jeopardised 
in any way. We still believe that the supporters group is a big part of our club and wish 
it to be for a lang time coming. 


What's actually laughable is the fact that he feels he can control who is part of and who is 
not part of the SMSG, like he is the SMSG president or something. The club has no say 
whatsoever over what we decide to do or not to do. It is the Supporters Group, not Peter 
George's or Vasilopoulos' Group. | 

What | like about this letter is the part that states "due to the circumstances". What are 
the circumstances? Did we slag the club? No. Did we lie? No. Then whatis the problem? 
We even had a disclaimer saying it was not the views of SMSC. 


It seerns the problem is that we at one point advised people to call the club if they wanted 
(heir details to be FORWARDED on to one of Us and that we used the club's P O Box as a 
forwarding address. Well, we had asked for our own separate P O Box, to be paid from our 
own funds, and it was denied. Another problem it seems is that Peter George was upset 
that we didn't tell him what was in the newsletter and that we somehow deceived him. 

Well Peter, | photocopied the newsletter right in front of you, did | hide it from you? 
| think not, it's not my problem if you kept your face glued to your photo in Neos Kosmos. 
Anyway, why should we tell you what's in OUR newsletter anyway? 

He also complained about using the club's facilities to do the newsletter. How nice, that 
after all the manhours we put into the club that he should see this as an issue. It seems he 
is clutching at straws. Despite all this and the fact we were told we were no longer wanted 
for ‘Inside Lakeside’, he still had the nerve of calling one SMSG member the day before the 
programme was due at the printers, to ask him if we could do the articles! 


SMSC is a great club, one with much prestige and history. It has produced some exciting 
players in the past and this year may well bring a third national title. Most SM fans are 
passionate and loyal, that is exactly what the SMSG members are. We do not want to see 
our club become anything less than the best soccer club in this country, that is why we got 
together. Despite this it has been painfully obvious SM is one of the least professional clubs 
in Australia. Which other club would make such an issue over a newsletter made by the 
fans, for the fans? Especially when there was NOTHING in it that slags any individual or 
official of the club, just other fans. They feel that because they made us officials of the club, 
that we shouldn't say what we want to say, that's why they took away our passes. 

As | stated earlier, we were not asked if we wanted to be officials, it was simply pushed 
upon some of us and we were never told that we couldn't express our views. 


At this present time many SMSG members have withdrawn their services from the club. 
The circumstances surrounding “The Maverick’ was the final straw for many. The club has 
made it very obvious that they see us as club volunteers and nothing else, in other words, 
free labour. They suddenly great concern when they realised we were no longer 
their slaves, but what were they doing to keep us happy? Very little. 

The club is simply heading in a different direction to that which we were initially told it 
was. We were also initially told that we will be consulted with any major issues. 

That definitely didn't occur. We read about the Hellas issue in the paper like anybody else. | 
would call that a major issue. Our vision for the club seems to be well off the club's visions 
and it is difficult to work with people who can't see the big picture. In fairness to some 
people on the board, they're not all that bad, the problem Is there are 15 (fifteen!!) board 
members (an issue in itself) and most of them are old Greek migrants who mix with the old 
Hellas boys. 


In hindsight, something like this was always going to happen, but it shouldn't have 
happened over something as insignificant as this. It seems the club has bowed again to the 
pressures of the old Hellas boys. The club always talks about a lost generation of SM fans. 
| now know why we do have a lost generation, it's because the board look to please the 
older generation. 














Meanwhile, radio problems of a different kind in Adelaide.... | 
Did you know that FIVE radio stations did live coverage of the Adelaide City - Perth game in 
January? 3 Adelaide stations (TabRadio, 5EB) and COAST-FM) and 2 Perth (6PR and 
6NR). Hmm, must have been pretty crowded in there. And with Radio Dioforos 
broadcasting all Adelaide Sharks' games, there should be SIX stations doing the March 15 
Adelaide Sharks - Glory game. Don't forget your deodorant, chaps. 
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PRAYING FOR A MIRACLE 


From Anthony Fensom 


May 25, 1997. In a year of disaster, culminating in Australia's capitulation at the MCG, 
May 25, the date of the Brisbane Strikers’ inaugural Ericsson Cup champlonship victory, 
stands out as worthy of celebration. Sadly the rest of the year would have been better spent 
in other pursuits other than following the fortunes of the Strikers and Socceroos. 

What went wrong? The list of excuses is long, but according to Strikers player/coach 
Frank Farina: 

“We started the season without key players (Wehrman, Meredith, Cranney brothers, 
Hunter, Wright, Phillips etc..) and never settled on a side. We never recovered from 
a poor start (one win from the first 8 games) and never had a settled side. | thought 
we had a competitive squad despite players retiring”. 


Expected crowds of 10,000+ failed to materialise for the Strikers, despite an encouraging 
6,000 patrons who watched the Strikers begin the new 1997/98 season with a 3-0 loss to 
South Melbourne. The surprise for the Strikers has been that attendances have remained 
above 4,000, despite the usual lack of marketing and promotion of the game. After 18 
rounds, the average attendance was 4,227, a 16.7% drop on the previous season. 

With the Strikers winning only 3 out of 9 home games, Brisbane fans have certainly ‘kept 
the faith'. The large number of free tickets collected from various sources may be one 
reason, By comparison, Sydney United, joint leaders with South Melbourne, are averaging 
only 37 more fans per home gamel 

The purpose of this article though should not be negative. The Strikers have managed 
only six wins from 18 games, scoring 16 goals but conceding 27, lo earn a ranking of 12th 
out of 14 teams after 18 rounds. Barring a miracle, the season is over and now is the time to 
prepare for the 1998/99 season. 


The first problem is the most important one: money. Former Strikers player, Danny 
Wright, who retired at the end of the 1996/97 season, was quoted in The Courier-Mail 
offering his services as a scout, as "Frank's not going to have the money to go out buying 
players next season". Danny Wright, despite an offer from Farina, has joined Brisbane City 
in the 1998 XXXX League. 

With the whole of Brisbane and indeed Queensland to themselves, a market of 40,000 
plus football followers, a community-based team and a popular and media-friendly player/ 
coach, why can't the Strikers afford new players? The alternative has been the past practice 
of buying players either unknown, or in their twilight years. In the later case, two examples 
are Rod Brown and Andy Harper. One of the two players turned out to be an investment. 


Perth Glory set the obvious example of what can be achieved with a business-driven 
management, money to invest on players and promotion and (God-forbid) entertainment for 
the crowd. The Strikers have vaguely mentioned the possibility of privatisation during the 
past year, however, until it becomes a reality, whether through a public float or a private 
injection of capital, the Strikers will not live up to their potential. 

The resolution of the money problem will obviously enable the club to rebuild its playing 
resources. Frank Farina remains committed to his defence of Bolton, Gwynne, Laybutt, and 
Bell, despite the concession of 27 goals from 18 games (approximately the same ratio as in 
the 1997/98 season), The problem has been scoring goals, with the ratio in the present 
season (0.88) well below the previous season's (2.12 goals per game). Frank Farina scored 
11 qoals in the previous campaign, but has only scored once this season. New signing Andy 
Harper's sole contribution was from the penalty spot. 


_The Strikers were formerly known for playing an attractive brand of attacking foo 

using the flanks through Sean Cranney. Both the Cranney brothers though merit the ore: 
season in the gym, to the extent that both are now suffering from a lack of pace. 

The Strikers midfield is lacking cohesion with the absence of Gary Phillips, and Alan Hunter's 
imposing presence is missing at set pieces and at the back. Concerning Hunter, Farina 
stated that he would be considered if he returned to Brisbane. The future for the Strikers 
though may lie in the fortunes of Young Socceroo and Olyroo players, Wayne Knipe 
Matthew Bell, Chay Hews and Stephen Laybutt. a: 


Many fans hoped the corner had turned following the Strikers d ic 3-1 vi i 
Perth, with a candidate for goal of the season coal by Nick Saini, (ame : 
following match was the grand final reply at Suncorp against a rejuvenated Sydney United 
The Strikers began brightly, looking capable of scoring, yet Zjelko Kalac was his usual : 
impressive self. After 36 minutes however United opened the scoring through English import 
Marcus Phillips, who ran unimpeded through midfield and chipped over Clint Bolton " 
Nick Meredith, one of the Strikers few remaining attacking players, limped off early in the 
second half, and in the 60th minute, Strikers supporters were bemused to see Bolton AGAIN 
off his line to be chipped by David Barrett. The game was over at this stage, and almost 
definitely, the Strikers’ finals hopes. The third goal in the 80th minute finished the match for 
dese erence bist dR A yagi replicons warned fans to not invade the field 
| ers rs. I' : ! Bris : 
neve Lous Insane or atoorehe.. players. I'm not certain the Brisbane fans would 


With eight rounds remaining of the regular season the Strikers h ii 
ave the opportuni 
seal ated ee and desire Hed pb for a brighter campaign in 1 998/99, we 
| re due to encounter Carlton and Adelaide City when the | rest 
gid 20 in must-win encounters. 24 Se 
istory reveals numerous occasions when the previous championship winn 
cl c! | se | 
following season in the lower half of the table. The Brisbane prance sth fbn age 7 
champions, Borussia Dortmund, are just two examples. The Strikers must progress from 
their present plight by addressing the privatisation question. For reasons known to 
themselves, the Strikers board delayed a public flotation, when a float after the grand final 
win would have undoubtedly been a huge success. With rumours of Frank Farina 
acabie - ape we iat ri finance question has never been more urgent 
ing left for Brisbane fans this season is . Brisbe | . 
Mev Seah eather s to pray. Brisbane had better hope 


















: The worst programme of all time? 
an't remember exactly which SU it was but earlier this season we held up UTSO' 
pathetic attempt at a match programme and challenged someone to Sicha di tty 
ae ore national league programme. 
, we've certainly had some crackers. But absolutely NOTHING comes close to the 
latest entry, Sydney United's effort for the home match against Carlton in January. A single 
= | Ad sheet of paper which admittedly contains the words: 
spy crn due to technical difficulties, PUMA NEWS, Sydney United's Official Match Day 
rogram was unable to be printed this week. But they still bothered to cut and paste 
_ Sponsors ads all over it. For us, that counts as a programme. 






spcgasoateets Just to prove that nothing is sacred... 

Internet mob are canvassing support amongst fans who might want their e- 

- address to be for example, George.Best@mufc.com or Ran Gener 
jiven Man Utd s record of clamping down on ‘parasites' we suspect the idea won't last long 

though this might be one case where Man U's lawyers will be welcome! “- 
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Why can't Glory win at home? 
from Searlais Mullin 


lt was a highly unlikely result, but it still came as no surprise. The Brisbane Strikers’ 
biggest victory of the season, 3-1, was achieved at Perth Oval in front of 13,000 fans. 
Perth Glory had enjoyed the backing of the crowd, familiarity with the pitch, were more used 
lo the uncomfortably hot conditions, and over the last twenly minutes even had the 
advantage of numbers on the field, Added to that, Glory’s starting line up contained five 
current internationals, whilst Brisbane's contained none. Frank Farina stated after the match 
that if Brisbane had the crowds and support Glory enjoy at Perth Oval, they would never lose 
at home. But Glory's loss was thelr fifth horme match In a row In which they failed to win. 
Losses at home (four) now outnumbered victories (three). To further ram home the point, 
the side travelled to Melbourne the next week and came from behind to defeat the Knights. 
The question on everybody's lips in Perth was, "Why can't Glory win at home?" 


Several suggestions have been put forward by the media. Even last season it was noted 
that Glory lost several at home, but not quite as many as this season. The first explanation 
was that the visiting team was lifted by the crowd more than Glory. At first this seems odd, 
as the atmosphere for visitors is intimidating to say the least. But several players and 
coaches have said they look forward to the trip to Perth, and the big game atmosphere they 
rarely experience at home. For the Glory players it's just another home match, but for the 
opposition it’s a big occasion. Thus the away team lifts. 


Another popular explanation is that the crowd put too much pressure on the home team. 
Journalists have pointed out the groans that emanate from the crowd when mistakes are 
made, but compared to the jeers and chants dished out to the visitors it's very mild indeed. 
Ernie Tapai stated in the Melbourne ‘Age’ that although he revels in the big atmosphere, 
some of his younger team-mates find it intimidating, and even prefer to play away from 
home. This led to Gary Marocchi suggesting that they should try to create an "away 
atmosphere" at Perth Oval. Surely it doesn't make sense for only 2000 people to turn up 
and shout for the visitors? But the "pressure" the team feels from the crowd is more a 
symptom of the problem than the real reason, Glory have been lifted to great comebacks by 
lhe fans. If the team is frustrated, so is the crowd. 


The most bizarre reason put forward is that Glory's purple shirts are difficult to see in the 
late afternoon sun; for those who are colour blind at least. A contrast is drawn between 
Glory's dark home strip and light away strip. Of course this is clutching at straws. 


The explanation could be simpler than those that have been proffered, and little to do 
with issues off the field. All Glory’s home losses, this season and last, have followed the 
same patlern. Teams who take the game to Glory at Perth Oval invariably lose, as South 
Melbourne have discovered. But those who put eleven men behind the ball, congest 


midfield and dish out a fair bit of rough play, invariably win, and usually by a two goal margin. 


To put it plainly, Marocchi's system has been worked out. Glory are incapable of breaking 
down packed defences, and very rarely score from set pieces. And the system never 
changes. After (he match against Brisbane, Farina made the comment that he was 
surprised Maracchi changed nothing. The Strikers were able to keep to their successful 
stifling system, even when a man down, and Glory had no answers. To watch the same 
hing happen time and time again is unbelievably frustrating for both the players and the 
lans. Glory feels il, the fans feel it, the opposition feels it, and the spirit goes out 

of Glory 


However, simply fixing the system may not be good enough to improve matters. 
Now that Glory's run without a home win stands at five, it has become a "hoodoo". 
Psychologically playing at home is becoming a nervous task for the players. Perhaps more 
pertinently the team’s two main strikers, Bobby Despotovski and Samson Siasia, have lost 
their goalscoring touch. They face two psychological barriers, not just one. When a match 
drags on and the visitor's defence is standing firm, the life visibly goes out of the Glory 
players. You can almost hear the thought on their minds: "Here we go again." 


Away from home Glory do not suffer the same disadvantage. Recent away 
performances and results have left the Perth public perplexed. To defeat Adelaide City 
away, then lose at home to the Strikers, and win away once more against the Knights, is 
bewildering, But with five wins out of eight there is no "hoodoo" for the players away from 
Perth. Opponents are more likely to take the game to them, which suits Marocchi's counter- 
attacking system to a tee. When allowed space, Glory flourishes. 


Will the "hoodoo" be put to an end? Glory's next home match, on 22 February, is 
perhaps the best chance the team will get this season. The opponent, Newcastle Breakers 
is bottom of the league and without a win since the first day of the season. Glory supporters 
have learnt not to take any result for granted, but there are signs that the hoodoo may be 
ending. Vas Kalogeracos, who last season was the player who revelled most in the Perth 
Oval atmosphere, will make his eagerly awaited Glory comeback. The Halpin brothers will 
also be keen to defeat their home town club. Inspirational performances could turn the 
match Glory's way. 


But whatever the result on 22 February, one thing will not change - Marocchi's system, 
Unless Marocchi can discover a way for Glory to break down defences and score from set 
pieces, every match at Perth Oval will be a troublesome one. 






Stadium of hope and Glory? 

Good news for Perth fans with a new purpose-built stadium just around the corner 
following the announcement that Perth is to host some matches during the 2003 thugby 
union World Cup. Initial reports suggest that the $40 million stadium will be erected at the 
Entertainment Centre car-park and will be built in two stages (a la Hindmarsh) resulting in a 
finished product of something approaching 30,000 Capacity. 


















Get set for the annual Coaching merry-go-round? 
Much activity in Canberra during the break for the Optus series, with a number of 

coaches taking their level 3 courses. Amongst ‘em were David Mitchell, Frank Farina, Andy 

Harper, John Kosmina and David Lowe. More rumours suggest Noddy Alston may get the 

see should sri che Ss ae to Adelaide. And Gary Marocchi is apparently on 

ininning ice over in Perth, with ex- | | ir ) 

ea pg ric wei te SL coach of the year Jim Pyrgolios and yep, him again, 













i OLYROOS UPDATE 
n addition to the squad previously announced by Raul Blanco (see SU28 p33) six further 
‘Players have been added. They are Christian Care (Marconi), Michael joo (Perth), 


|Nathan Wildy (Ad Sharks), Wayne Knipe (Brisbane), Dragi Nastevski (Kniahts ar 
Susa (Knights), pe ( ) gi Nastevski (Knights and Zeljko 
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News From the Capital 
From Nick Guoth 


A lot has happened since | last wrote. The Cosmos got themselves started and off the 
bottom of the table and Soccer Canberra continue to lead the way in some of the more 
innovative ideas to reach soccer administration. 


The Canberra Cosmos, only one of two ‘real’ professional teams (Carlton's the other), 
has taken a long time to get itself together. Finances have, like with a couple of other teams, 
been the real problem, Through a couple of good perfomances, the team has already 
matched its final record from last season, but unfortunately the chances of being left behind 
by the pack seems more than realistic and a finishing position of 12th to 14th is nearly 
guaranteed. Lack of top notch players has meant that the team has had to rely on guts and 
determination, as well as a bit of luck on the odd occasion, to provide themselves with the 
vital away points. At home, it is a different story with nearly all teams struggling against the 


Cosmos. 


It was interesting that two items marked the turnaround for the Cosmos after their five 
loss start to the season. The first was the entry of Gordon Hunter from Hibernian in Scotland 
to take over the sweeper job from Ivan Zelic, thus giving lvan more of a chance to express 
himself in midfield and add some real experience at the back. The second was the usage of 
the RED strip. Sok ee a | 

Prior to the recent Marconi game, the Cosmos were 2-6-0 whilst wearing Red shirts and 
0-0-8 with other strips. Too bad Wollongong and Sydney United have red shirts. Mind you, it 
also allows Ivan to wear his red shoes. , 

Speaking of Wollongong, the 0-8 result was the worst ever by the Cosmos. 

An embarrassing humiliation is the best description. Then a few weeks later, the Cosmos 
hand out an 8-1 thrashing to UTS Olympic eclipsing not only Canberra's biggest win, but 
Olympic's worst ever loss, and Olympic have been playing since 1979. 

Although there is still a very very big hole up front, the rest of the team has started to 
settle down and show a bit more maturity than what we saw earlier in the season. They are 
starting to come together. The defence has remained steady with Hunter behind Roberts 
and Popovich, Dee and Haythomthwaite are the wing backs. In the middle we have three of 
Kelly, Zelic, Moric, Ravanello and Wilson and up front are Buljan, Musitano, Prenzoski and 
Morgan. Tristram Morgan, who joined the team just recently, is yet to sign a long term 
contract, and for that matter, yet to score a goal. He comes with good recommendation and 
4 goal scoring capability. Unfortunately, things haven't turned out and just recently he 
returned home to Western Australia. 


Meanwhile, Seiffert Oval has become a good home for the team. It's more cosy than the 
wide expanses of Bruce. A crowd of as little as 2,000 to 3,000 can make a lot of noise and 
provide a good atmosphere, Unfortunately, the games have to be played at 6pm and not 
later which means that the players have to put up with the horrendous heat for most of the 
qume, lt has been said that the main reason for this is because the lights are not good 
enough for television, 


Soccer Canberra, or the ACT Soccer Federation as many know it, has started to move 
itwolf further into the future leaving other states behind. Last season it was the first to have 
iis own complote world wide web site [http://www.actsf.org.au] and now it has its own @- 
mail address, something not one of the other Federations have. The use of information 
lechnology as a methed of distributing information has allowed Soccer Canberra to run more 
amoothly. The availability of e-mail will now provide clubs and individuals with an easier 


method of contact with those who are co-ordinating soccer in Canberra. 


The ability to express themselves in another method of media, one that is available 
throughout the world has given Soccer Canberra a higher profile in many places overseas. 
Numerous enquiries have been made by prospective players to participate in competitions 
in the local area, Further, news of other events involving Canberra soccer have been made 
available thus helping in the ever increasing need for getting people out to watch games. 


Although the season itself will not commence until April, all is in readiness for a solid 
season. Premier League Division 1 play their first game on Sunday April 20th whilst 
Division 2 start on Saturday April 19th. Prior to that are the early rounds of the Federation 
Cup and over the last weekend in March, the Youth Cup will be held. 


For the first time in a few years, relegation/promotion has been used by Soccer Canberra 
with the Premier League. Tuggeranong United, having finished last, were demoted to 
Division 2 whilst Capital City Suns moved up to the most senior ranks. Together with 
Tuggeranong, the other new team in Division 2 will be Canberra Defence, one of the 
emerging powers of soccer in Canberra. 

Belwest Foxes are also a new team and have decided to commence their build-up 
towards Premier League through the State League. Unlike nearly all of the other teams in 
the ACT League, they will have their own ground soon. Building is to commence shortly, 
Their Youth team has always been very good and now with the likes of Alan Reis and 
Jimmy Hayes joining the club, things look promising. 

The other team to soon have its own ground is the Belconnen Soccer Club, one of the 
stakeholders of the Canberra Cosmos. 


The ACT Women's Soccer Association is also getting things together for the coming 
1998 season. Their starting date is in early April with pre-season cup games prior to this. 
Meanwhile the emphasis for them now is on the Ansett Women's Soccer Series and the 
ACT Academy team. 

The ACT team are currently running second to the NSW team with only a handful of 
matches to go. On current form they should finish second in their group ahead of Northern 
NSW and it appears that they will play South Australia in the semi-finals. In their cross-over 
match against SA, they dominated for most of the game, but couldn't put the ball away and 
in the end lost 2-1. A repeat match could easily see the result over-turned and a berth in the 
final against ,most likely, NSW. 


Meanwhile the ACT Academy men’s team is in the middle of the pack of the Northern 
Division of the National Youth League still with a chance of making the finals. 


Thi 


..Underwent a six day camp under the watchful eye of Les Scheinflug at Valentine Park | 


recently, with the Oceania qualifiers later this year probably uppermost in their minds. 


The event will be staged in Fiji in May, with the Under 17 finals to be held in NZ in 1999. 


| The Valentine Park d: 


NSW: (8) Joss Van Strattan, Bradley Groves, Mark Bymes, Jamie McMaster, 
Robert Petkovski, Scott Whalan, Gavin Hartge, Shane Lockart 

Vic: (6) Fabian Lettieri, Naum Sekulovski, Simon Story, Boris Ocvin, Joe Dj Lorio, 
Steve Laurie 

SA: (6) Matthew Milosevic, Lucas Pantelis, Louis Brain, Jake Thomas, lain Fyfe, 
Aaron Goulding, 

Cent. NSW: (5)Joseph Shirippa, Adam Griffith, Luke Gray, Shaun Bartlett, Daniel Aliffi 

Qld; (2) Wayne Srhoj, Jade North 

Nth NSW? (7) Raihn Anwar 

ACT; (1) Goran Talevski 

NT: (1) Thien Vinh 
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Brown v Kosmina - You be the judge.... 


from Andrew Howe 
On 16 July 1989, in his last national league match, John Kosmina scored his last of 133 
national league goals, This was an all-time national league goalscoring record, which was 
equalled by Rod Brown on 6 December 1997 - 8 years 143 days later. 
Here's some comparisons of the goalscoring feats of these two players' first 133 goals. 


Rod Brown [ohn Kosmina 
Age atNSLdebut: 19yrs, 45 days 20 yrs, 228 days 
Championships: 2 3 


Adelaide Sharks: 67 (24) 
Adelaide City: 4 (0) 
Sydney City: 152 (89) 
UTS Olympic: 43+1 (14) 
APIA Leichhardt: 22+2 (6) 
286 starts + 3 subs 


Clubs played for: Marconi: 95 + 3 subs (50) 

Apps + sub (goals) APIA Leichhardt: 87+10 (35) 

- up to6/12/97 Newcastle Breakers: 45 (12) 
Brisbane Strikers: 90+5 (36) 


Total appearances: 317 starts + 18 subs 


Regular season 129 goals 132 goals 
Finals 4 goals 1 goal 
Scored in first half 60 goals 64 goals 
Scored in second half 72 goals 69 goals 
scored in extra time 1 goal 0 goals 
Avge goals per game:0.40 0.46 
Penalties 2 18 
scored with head: 30 goals 38 goals 
No. games scored in: 106 games 100 games 
Breakdown of goals: 
1 goal games 82 games 75 games 
2 goal games 21 games 18 games 
3 goal games 3 games 6 games 
4 goal games - 1 game 
ist goal in 6th appearance in 1st appearance 
50th goal in 96th appearance in Sist appearance 
100th goal in 247th appearance in 199th appearance 
133rd goal in 335th appearance in 289th appearance 
Quickest goal: 16 seconds 30 seconds 
Longest run of goals 5 5 (twice) 
in consecutive games 
Longest run of no goals 20 (twice) 11 


in consecutive games 


Head to head: Brown and Kosmina have met on opposing teams on thirteen occasions in 
the national league. Brown won three of these matches, Kosmina also won three and seven 
were draws. Kosmina scored eight and Brown two in these thirteen encounters. 

Brown and Kosmina scored in the same match on three occasions - twice whilst playing in 
pposing teams, once in the same team. 


Apr 6 1986, Brown scored for Marconi and Kosmina for Sydney City. Marconi won 3-2. 
May 15 1988, Brown scored for APIA Leichhardt and Kosmina for Olympic in a 1-1 draw. 
Fel 14, 1989, in their one and only season together in the national league, Brown scored 
Iwo and Kosa one in APIA's 3-0 result over Heidelberg. 


Sydney United certainly opened a 44 gallon drum of worms when they 
asked the public why the Pumas couldn't attract decent crowds. 
Once word leaked out about the invitation (in the SU y Wolves 
programme), the responses came quick and fast. 


Extract from response 1... 
Dear Sydney United 


At the conclusion of the Hrvatska v Perth Glory match we saw another rather ugly 
Situation that could well have gone horribly wrong.... As they (Nigerian Perth fans) made 
their way through the gates, a group of thirty or so United supporters were waiting for them 
on the grass strip ouside. They started chanting CRO-AT-ZIA and generally taunting the 
Glory fans till one one of them went straight for one of the Nigerians and called him a "black 
so and so", Then it was on. Pushing and shoving, chanting, general mayhem as the rest of 
the crowd tried fo get away and avoid the scene. A tense Mexican standoff ensued with both 
sides a couple of metres apart wailing for the other fo make the first move - screaming, 
faunting... ...One old guy ran up to me... at the end of the altercation and said how utterly 
disgusted he was with soccer in this country. This was his first game for 5 years and 
definately his last. He went because he thought Hill had cleaned up the game but now he 
has no faith and won't be back. 


Extract from response 2.... 

..... Meanwhile my wife and kids were caught up in the scene that developed. One of my 
boys was pushed over as we tried fo get out of he ground and a small crunch of pushing and 
swearing fans developed. Although my boy was okay, he was shaken and crying so we went 
back inside the ground and waited to see what happened next. 

Luckily the police came quickly and were extremely goad in diffusing the situation. 


Extract from response 3... 
From where | was situated the words were "Black, coon, niggers". Sorry if this offends 


anyone but | find Sydney Croatia fans far more offensive than reporting the dialogue. 
it's probably far down the list of Croatian insults. ['m sure "Serb" is far worse. But that was 
reserved for Perth-born "Robert (as the ground announcer said)] Despotovski". 


Extract from response 4..., 

This group of delinquents is small in number (15-20) and presumably is known to the club. 
Will there be action taken to prevent these people from disgracing Australian soccer, 
blackening the name of Sydney United and insulting fans of other NSL clubs? 


Okay, you've got the message. And so did Sydney United, but their initial 
response was, er, how shall we put this? 


..../ acknowledge what happened at Parramatta was disgraceful but so were the chants of 
your fans. They were also racist and discriminatory at Perth Oval particularly when the 
Knights play there. | know fans who went to the game and said that they were petrified and 
offended. Is that the case or isn't it? ..... 


Um aggressive, perhaps? Later In the week, some progress... 


.... How we are rectifying the situation? Well we had a meeting with the fans in question, who 
have promised to stop the swearing and racial abuse. We are also attempting to segregate 
them by moving them onto the hill for future matches..... 

sso V@ employ more security than is required so that there is nota repeat of last season's 
debacle and are doing our utmost to abolish racist chants...... 


But they couldn't resist one final crack at a Perth fan... 


....Our team was created because of a love of the sport. Yours, Carlton, Collingwood, 
Canberra and the like were created to make money. So far only one of you is doing it... 71 
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An interview with a Formeroo! 
This month: Greg Stock talks to Atti Abonyi (Part 1) 


With a total of 89 Australian appearances for 36 goals Attila Abonyi has done it all for his 
country. Credited as the only Australian to come close to scoring in the '74 World Cup finals 
by hitting the woodwork against East Germany, Atti gave his all for his country in a wonderful 
career spanning ten years. After three World Cup campaigns and three championship 
medals with St George, Atti's career has been one of outstanding achievement and one that 
few if any could ever hope to equal. 

Atti has left the hustle and bustle of soccer life in the city of Sydney for the easygoing 
lifestyle of a beachside retreat on the north coast of New South Wales but he still hasn't lost 
his enthusiasm and love for the game of soccer. In a recent interview Atti was generous 
enough to share his time and thoughts on his wonderful career with a sincere honesty that 
leaves no doubt that he is one of the true champions of Australian soccer. 


GS : Members of the 1974 World Cup side made a lap of honour of the M.C.G. at the 
final World Cup qualifier against Iran. In front of 85,000 how did that feel? 

AA: "It was an enormous buzz. I'd never imagined it to be so great. Just to come out and 
see 90,000 people acknowledging what we achieved. And of course that was the first time 
since '74 so 24 years had gone by without much notice and then all of a sudden this 
recognition was a tremendous buzz." 

GS : Do you feel its a bit ordinary that every four years the Australlan media all of a 
sudden get Interested In the 1974 team and bring you together but between times they 
forget about you all a bit? 

AA: “This was the first time in twenty four years that they've actually bought us together. Its 
an unfortunate thing | suppose but as far as | am concemed this was one of the best 
weekends of my life. To be able to see these guys again was tremendous on behalf of the 
Australian Soccer Federation. It was more than appreciated. But like you said | wish it was 
more often, but thats the way it goes.” 


GS : You were born In Hungary. 
AA : "Thats right, yes" 

GS : And you came to Australia as a ten year old. 

AA: “Ten and a half in '56. We left Hungary after the revolution." 

GS : Did you play much In Hungary as a kid? 

AA: "No / couldn't because back in the 50's you couldn't play junior football competitively 
until the age of twelve. | started playing at the age of eleven for a little club called St Kilda in 
the under 72's. And from there | moved to a club called Melbourne Hungana. | went there at 
the age of fourteen and played in the under sixteens. Next year | was fifleen and | started 
playing in the under eighteens and a month before my sixteenth birthday which was July of 
1962, | made the senior side. That was in '62." 


GS : You didn't make your Socceroo debut until 1967. Did you play many 
representative matches for Victoria leading up to that? 

AA : "Oh yeah, '63 was the first one.” 

GS : You would have only been sixteen. 

AA : "Nearly seventeen, put it that way. The first one | played was in Adelaide against South 
Australia, And in '64 (it) was my first time ever against an Italian club called Roma, That was 
in '64, Roma in Melbourne. And probably in the same year in '64, a Russian team by the 
name of Torpedo. They came out and | played in that too. And from then on it just went on." 


—* 


GS : At the end of 1967 you went on the Asian tour in the Socceroos squad. 

AA : "Yeah we went to Vietnam." 

GS : How did you find that trip considering Viotnam was In the middle of civil war. 

AA : "Well it was, you're right, ft was smack bang In the middie of it. When you look back 
now we often talk about it, even now with Johnny Warren and guys like that. We just can't 
believe that it actually took place. We went in October of '67 and the tour was organised 
months and months before then but because of the war everybody thought it would be called 
off. | mean how crazy. We heard bombs go off in the background and things like that. | mean 
here we are in the middle of Saigon playing in a ten nation tournament. Just looking back on 
it its so strange.” 

GS : So it must have been extremely difficult to concentrate on the football. 

AA : "Well again, you must remember that this particular team was a brand new team. 

| mean after the games against North Korea in the ‘66 qualifiers eighty percent of that 
particular team dropped out completely. Now this new team of '67, the average age was 
around 21. So basically it was a brand new team (with) quys like Billy Vojtek, Tommy 
McColl, Alan Westwater and myself, apart from Johnny Warren, Johnny Watkiss, Ray Baartz 
in fact nobody really played for Australia before then," 

GS : You also went on the 1970 Asian tour which Included Vietnam. Was that the 

same experiance with bombs going off, etc. 

AA : “Of no, it was nowhere as bad, Bul you know it was still Vielnam and somewhere that 
you didn't feel very comfortable in. | mean as | said we were there to play football and 
nothing else. | suppose you never thought about those kind of things but now looking back 
an it you say, Christ, how crazy." 


GS : On those sorts of tours what was the training regime on tour like. Was It pretty 
casual or all very serlous. 

AA : "Well your now talking thirty years ago and the facilities wera absolutely terrible. 

{ mean we had training grounds in Vietnam for arguments sake that now you wouldn't even 
send a bunch of schoolkids onto train. It was just absolutely pathetic. But again, to play for 
Australia we would have trained anywhere regardless and we did. | mean we trained on top 
of a building for example in Vietnam. There was no training facility and we stayed at a place 
called the golden building which was the name of the hotel we stayed in. It was probably a 
twenty story building or whatever, ten story building whatever. A great big roof on top and 
thats where we trained a couple of times because they just could not provide us with a 
proper training ground." 


GS : Who was the Australlan coach at the timo. 
AA : "Uncie Joe Viasits. He had the team from ‘67 right up to the end of "69 and Rale Rasic 
took over in 1970 up till the end of '74." 


GS : At the end of 1969 you dropped out a bit from the Socceroos side due to 
business commitments. 

AA : "Well it's a bit of a long story, but | moved to Sydney in ‘69 and my first child was born in 
May of '69 and | was just settling into Sydney, new job, atc. And they went away on this 
particular trip in 1970 and | think they went away for something like six weeks. At this stage | 
had already had so much time off from work and so forth. | mean back in those days 
everybody had a fulltime job and virtually part time soccer players, so you couldn't really 
have so much time off. 

GS : But you were back shortly after. 

AA : "Oh yeah it was never meant to be a retirement. | explained to Rale at the time that with 
my first child, the business, settling into Sydney because it was a hell of a move for me as 
you can appreciate | was still only young. | was only twenty two and | made a move from 
Melboume, and geez it was like living in a different world. | was finding my feet, new job and 
so there were a lot of things | had to attend to, so that was it." 
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GS : So how did your move to St George Budapest come about? 

AA: "It was straight forward. In '67 when | got into this final squad to go to Vietnam we 
assembled in Sydney and | happened to have Johnny Warren as my room mate. 

And he of course was captain of St George and one thing led to another and | just 
mentioned to him one day that I'd love to make a move to Sydney and try my luck at St 
George. As a kid | used to follow St George and it was such a great club. And the next 
minute | knew | was talking to the St George committee. But | was still contracted to 
Melbourne. Actually | was going to go virtually straight after the '67 tour when we came back 
from Vietnam but the club in Melboume wouldn't release me, they wouldn't give me a 
clearance because again we won the championship, we won the Australia Cup and they 
wanted to hold the team together. So they really put the brakes on it for a year. 

Look, everyone's ambition back in those days was to play in Sydney because the standard 
was much higher than what it was in Melbourne and | thought I'd try for two years and it 
turned out to be twenty years. It was such a great club it was just unbelievable." 

GS : St George assembled one of the best club sides ever. 

AA : “Actually we were talking about it down there in Melbourne. We had six or seven boys 
from St George at the reunion so there was always members who were Australian 
representatives. | mean people like Manfred Schaefer, Johnny Warren, Jimmy Fraser, Harry 
Williams, myself, Adrian Alston, Bobby Hogg, so we always had quite a few intemationals." 
GS : And | also hear that at some Australian games at the Sydney Sportsground the 
crowd would chant St George. 

AA: "Yeah! One in particular I'll never forget we played against a team (that had) Yashin 
the goalkeeper, the great Lev Yashin that played for Russia for so many years and probably 
regarded as the best goalkeeper ever. Dynamo Moscow came out here | think it was in 
1969, in fact my first year in Sydney and Frank Arok's first year in Sydney as well, and he 
had the New South Wales team and we had nine St George players playing that night. The 
two exceptions were Ray Baartz and John Watkiss and that was a case of come on St 
George (laughing) not New South Wales." 


GS : How did you find Frank Arok as a coach? 

AA: "Brilliant" 

GS : People often say he was a few years before his time In that early period in 
Australia. 

AA : “He was. And you must remember that he was only thirty six when he came out here in 
'69. He was full of aggression, a lot of ambition, he had a lot of European experience behind 
him even though he was only young and he brought a breath of fresh air to Australian 
soccer. And he was by far the best ever. Put it this way, | mean he has had his knocks and | 
know a lot of people don't like him, but players who have played under him and know him I'm 
sure they will have the same opinion. Frank was Frank. He was a total professional and he 
wanted the best. The time that he had St George we always won something." 


GS : The 1973 World Cup campaign, how did you find that? You struggled a little bit 
to gain a regular starting spot.... 

AA : “Well, | did, but that's something | really can't answer. 

GS : Was It your form? 

AA: "No, | don't think so. You've got to respect that Rale was the coach and he picks the 
team and its entirely up to him. If he doesn't pick you, of course you don't like it but there's 
nothing you can do about it. Now whether he saw there was something wrong or he 
preferred somebody else | just had to accept it and get on with it.” 





GS : By the end of the '73 qualifying series you had managed to hold down a regular 
starting spot. 

AA :"I came back fully for the game against Indonesia. | think it was six nil and | scored two 
goals and | had a fairly good game. The only way to answer Rale is to sort of prove him 
wrong. It was a brilliant team and it wasn't easy getting into the team as a permanent player. 
You weren't always guaranteed a place in the team. It was a very good squad." 

GS : But you were In the team for the final three qualifiers against Korea that got us to 
the world cup. 

AA: "Yes and two against Iran." 


GS : Now where were you when Jimmy Mackay put the goal away that got us to the 
World Cup finals? | guess you remember It fairly well. 

AA : "I'll never forget that goal. There it comes, boom thirty yards. He just whacked the ball 
and it ended in the top comer.” 

GS : The best goal In Australia's rich soccer history. 

AA : "Its funny because | played with Jimmy for a number of years and as much as | admire 
him I never ever remember him scoring a goal, not even in training sessions. 

| don't even remember Jimmy or Manfred Schaefer ever scoring a goal during hundreds and 
hundreds of practise sessions (laughing)". 

GS : Was It a dead ball situation. 

AA : "No, actually | think it was a free kick that Jimmy Rooney played to him and he just hit it 
first time. He got a pass from Jim Rooney he virtually caught it on the half drop volley." 


GS :| bet the celebration would have memorable that night. 
AA : "Oh you've got'no idea. You can't describe it. | mean to know that you actually made it 
to the World Cup and we went through hell as you can appreciate, again you gof all the 
records. The number of games in the number of countries that we had to go through and to 
play the best in Asia. | mean we had to play THE best, not the fourth, or not the third, not the 
second but we had to play everybody. Japan, Korea, [ran we had to finish on top to qualify. 

Now I'm not knocking the present team but they had to finish fourth to get into France. In 
comparison they virtually had to finish fourth to qualify. Whereas we had to finish first so 
again it was extremely hard and | often think | honestly don't know how we made it. 
Remember all these guys are now full-time professionals. There is not one player in the 
Australian team playing now who is a part timer. A lot of people don't even talk about or 
mention that we all had jobs. Manfred Schaefer was a milkman for arguments sake, Peter 
Wilson was working in a coalmine, | worked as a painter, everybody had a fulltime job and 
we just played soccer purely on a part time basis. 

So we were the first and only virtually part time team who ever made it to a World Cup 
finals where there was only sixteen teams not thirty two or twenty four". 


And there goes the half-time whistle, but in SU30 Atti talks about the lead up to 
the finals, including the infamous Ray Baartz incident, the finals themselves of 
course, Leo Baumgartner, Melita, Yugal, Croatia and the day he lined up for 
Manchester United! 


Note: Greg Stock and SU would like to thank Kylie Tomislav and John Punshon for their 
assistance in compiling this article. 
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Dear Studs Up -P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Okay, the dust has settled. It's time for a reasoned analysis. Enter Pat Hanson, 
who wins a six-pack of SUs for this effort. 


Dear SU 


Many people have put up theories/reasons and scapegoats for our failure to qualify for 
the World Cup. | don't believe in laying blame at the administrators/coaches/players/fans. 

The fact is that the quality of football displayed by the Australians was, with the exception 
of Brazil, the equal best performance in the world during 1997. Thatis, equal to the very 
finest seen on World Soccer etc. 


Well, hang on! The ref and linesman are to blame for not disallowing Iran's first goal! 
Flag up. Offside! Whew! That was close. Okay boys, we've been warned. Let's just lock 
up this game right now. CONCENTRATION! CONCENTRATION! No mistakes. 

The psychology of the whole match changed with that referee's error. But hey! Referees 
make errors. Unfortunately they are human. That offside is clear and absolute on replay but 
in the pinball type melee of that six yard box incident, he missed it. 


The real point | make is that there is nothing to blame but the game of football itself. 

It's just the most bogus outright unfair sport on earth. | hate it! | vowed at the final whistle 
never to follow football again. It's TOO unfair. There is no other sport in the world that is so 
outrageously unfair, that so consistently propels to victory the lesser team, particularly in one 
off matches. 

But on reflection in the weeks since, | have come to believe that this is the reason football 
is the world's most popular and universal sport. It reflects almost precisely the vagaries of 
human misfortune and misery. How suddenly and unjustly terrible things can happen to 
people, families and countries. We have all had things happen to us which are unfair and 
unjust. It's simply a matter of degree. k 

It is in these reflections that | gave thanks that while football is THE game, it is still only A 
game, and while | wondered if my embracing of the game the morning after was akin to 
returning to an abusive relationship, it is still manifestly not as bad a situation as for those 
who are actually IN an abusive relationship. A sense of proportion is required by all. 


But football does MATTER, and we must work harder than ever to achieve qualification 
next time. The multitude of injustices that have hit our national team will make victory all the 
more sweeter. 

Will it satisfy? Probably not. Like surfers looking for the periect wave, we won't be 
completely happy. We'll get knocked out at some stage of the 2002 finals, and Rugby 
League will still exist for the foreseeable future. But even if we actually won the World Cup it 
would probably be a defensive 1-0 win or a shootout. How about a 6-0 win over Brazil in a 
fulure World Cup final? Now, that might be the perfect wave! No, not really, "Brazil were 
without three key players you know...” etc, etc. 


Talking to many friends and football followers | feel THAT game was the closest an 
Aussie sporting result has ever come to approximating real grief. There has even been a 
healing process in talking about it with someone who understands. 

But it ISN'T real grief compared with what happens to so many people every day. 

If not reaching France is among a supporter's top five worst ever experiences, then he/she 
has had a lucky life indeed. The possible exception to this would be the players themselves. 
That was certainly a career changing, life changing fifteen minutes for them. 

Hang in there Aussie supporters! Revel in the emotional rollercoaster of the unfair, 
brilliant, unjust, beautiful, crazy, fantastic, cockeyed, passionate, ridiculous, wonderful game 
and roll on 2002! 





Next up we have Peter Saninno with a copy of a letter which may or may not have 
been published in ABSW. 


Dear Sir, 

There does seem an air of predictability creeping into our national league competition as 
once again Newcastle and Canberra struggle in the bottom two places. With Soccer 
Australia being silent on its management plans for the leaque, either short or long term, not 
for the first time | must agree with Carlton's Jack Reilly's staternent in the press recently 
calling for a promotion and relegation system to urgently stimulate public interest, which 
could very easily wane until our next tilt ata World Cup finals berth in 2002. 


Inevitably the continued lack of any success at these two clubs and perhaps Gippsland 
Falcons will result in a fall in attendances at venues wherever these clubs are participating. 
Therefore subject to proper financial obligations an announcement by SocAus at this time for 
a genuine commitment in supporting these clubs continued participation in the league is 
essential. This would give these clubs a green light to plan for the future and would be of 
considerable comfort for those in these regions who have doggedly supported the game 
over the past year. 


Whether the entry next season of Sydney based Northern Spirit means an unwieldy 15 
team competition, eventually the national league will have to comprise of two divisions, 
preferably each with twelve clubs, in competing in our aggressively expanding sporting 
market. Such a move would certainly stimulate both the players and coaches of those clubs, 
who over recent years have had (by mid-season) nothing to play for other than pride. At the 
same time promotion and relegation between the divisions would arrest the fall in 
attendances for those less successful clubs. 


Against such ideals, SocAus and other critics may argue that expansion to 24 clubs in 
two divisions would only result in the downturn of the quality of play. A converse view is that 
in the larger states of NSW and Victoria registrations of young players is at a high level and 
increasing each year. If all this emerging new talent had a wider net for their ambitions in 
the game, our code would not have the alarming drop-out of players in the late teens and 
early twenties, disillusioned that there are very limited stepping stones between the local 
state leagues of varying levels and our national league clubs. 


Teams participating in a newly formed second division initially should come from NSW 
and Victoria, if only to minimise travel and other administrative costs. Ideally the nine new 
entrants (4 from NSW, 5 from Victoria) in balancing regional membership following Northern 
Spirit's admittance should be drawn either from well credentialled existing clubs or from the 
formation of consortiums or mergers. At first the criteria for entrants ought not to be too 
high. Potential attendance figures should be aimed at 1500 - 2000, but with a proper 
aggressive marketing programme supporting a second divsion venture. 


In NSW, Parramatta Eagles undoubtedly have the necessary credentials, with Blacktown, 
Leichhardt and Bathurst representing a new and growing country region, perhaps the other 
likely contenders. 

In Victoria, the possible candidates are not so lucid. An Eastern Suburbs consortium is of 
tantamount importance being a virtual untapped area, with other contenders likely to be 
drawn from solid performers Altona Magic, Port Melbourne, a combined Green 
Gully/Sunshine, Bulleen or even consortiums from Geelong or the Mornington Peninsula, 
both having high population areas. 


The advantages of two divisions with promotion and relegation are many-fold. 
Ours would be the only football code in Australia with such a system, it would create a 
platform to conduct a proper knock-out cup competition with no byes, with only 22 rounds 
there would be little need for cancellation of league matches that disrupt the competition and 
loss of revenue for affected clubs, allow for an increasing number of international matches 
and promotes our game to audiences in previously untapped areas. 


Whilst | have pen to paper, two other suggestions for Soccer Australia, 
| agree with Les Murray and Eddie Kmcevic that the reserves bench be increased by at least 
one to include a reserve goalkeeper, while the shirt player naming and numbering be made 
compulsory for all national league clubs for the betterment of spectators, television viewers 
and, hopefully in the near future, our national radio broadcasters. 


And now for an additional item from ‘The Farr Post’ editor Tony Moran 


Dear SU 


The concept of this new Super League intrigues me, and has started me thinking wildly 
about how it could improve the standard of football played in our top domestic competition. 


Assuming that a ten team competition is a viable option in a year or two Soccer Australia 
could approach a number of our overseas players and ask them to come home for a season 
or two to support it in its initial stages. By getting verbal agreements with players such as 
Slater, etc (especially those in the twilight of their careers) Soccer Australia could approach 
potential sponsors with the package and the names to go with it, and hopefully convince a 
major sponsor to sign up for two or three years. 


It's a catch 22 situation in that major sponsors are not interested unless big names are 
assured, and the big names won't come unless the big $$, provided by big sponsors are 
available. | suggest approaching between 10 and 20 Aussie players, and asking them to do 
it for an obvious drop in salary, but with maybe a share of profits. 

A draft system would then apply whereby each club would be able to choose one or two 
players from the pool, and each club would have the experience of their chosen player. 
Current Socceroos have indicated how much playing overseas - and under coaches like 
Venables - has improved their game. An obvious increase in standard would bring the fans 
back, and form the roots for a very succesful two or three years. Once the money starts to 
come in, it becomes self-supporting - as long as the standards can be maintained. 


Other sports are changing their image to keep up with current trends, and a Super 
League of ten teams would concentrate the players even further, and increase standards 
dramatically - especially with the inclusion of one or two locals who have overseas 
experience. Look what Farina did in Brisbane last season - pity he's lost it this year, though! 


Next up Is Geoff Coy with an Insight on one club's financial problems.. 
Dear SU 


John Economou gave the Good Oil in ABSW (Jan 27) by saying that one embattled 
Ericsson Cup club Is looking down the battle of a $400,000 cash shortage with player 
payments falling behind over the last two months. 

I'm not surprised at this situation as crowds of 3,500 at Parramatta stadium do not exactly 
pay the bulls. How much of this crowd figure is made up of corporate sponsors, freebies and 
other concessions? 





As Tony Greg would say “the food bulls, the raging bulls, the electricity bulls, the 
HYPERLINK mailto:f@%**ng f@%*ing vegetables but has “chum” insured the very thing 
that pays the bulls. 

Last year chum started at Parramatta with crowds of 12,000 and 8,000. Most of the 
neutrals and hardcore supporters have now deserted the club. The neutrals can't come to 
terms with the Hrvatska element and the old brigade are disenchanted with the direction that 
the board of directors have pointed the club in, 


Chum’'s major sponsor this year is BBX (Business Barter Exchange). Contrary to most 
people's expectations of sponsorship, BBX has not made a cash contribution to Chum's 
coffers. Rather BBX acts as a trade exchange between its members and converts one 
members’ trade dollars into revenue for another member. 

For example, members of BBX such as trades people, caterers and other service 
companies can convert the trade dollars they have accumulated through BBX into 
advertising or sponsorship, That way they do not have to pay cash for their corporate box or 
signage what ever the case may be. In return Chum generates trade dollars and can 
convert these trade dollars by utilising the services of other BBX members eg tradesmen to 
complete the grandstand complex at Edensor Park. Why 77777!!!!! or convert other non 
cash sponsorships or pay its legal bills, 

Being a member of BBX (small time) and having seen one of my clients recently go ‘belly 
up’ for placing too much of its business through trade exchanges it comes as no surprise to 
me to see this club struggle with its finances. The latest whisper is Sydney United spent all 
of their BBX sponsors dollars and trade dollars too early (ie the start of the season) and were 
not giving the required new business referrals to BBX in return. 


Economou finishes off by stating that the Ericsson League should take the responsibility 
and come in with a rescue package. 

I'd like to see that !! If Hill & Co have been trying to get rid of this club for years and have 
just brought a new club in for next year why then should they offer chum a life line? 


| took my wife and two daughters to the SU —v- Ad City game last Sunday (more freebie 
tickets). They said they will never go again and | said | would never take them again. 
My wife asked me what some of the crowd were chanting (the CRO call). | told her it was a 
distress call. | think she believed me. 


Finally we have Nick Guoth with a pretty good point... 
Dear SU 


| think it is about time someone stood up and said something. Each month | read the 
same, whether it comes through on the television, the newspaper or through the great 
fanzines that exist around this continent. Each and every one of you have said... Carlton is 
the only professional club in the Ericsson Cup. 

Bollocks! The Canberra Cosmos has been a 100% fully professional club since the 
beginning of this season. From the start, when Branko Culina was made coach, it was 
known to all here that his regimen would be to have two training sessions a day. Work in any 
other area, except for the Comsos would not be tolerated. 

A number of top local players attempted to get into the squad at the comencement of 
training last August/September, but one after another, they all pulled out. They all had their 
own jobs in the local region and could not afford the time to go to a training session each 
morning instead of going to work. Their jobs, their future was too important. 


The team may not be doing as well as Carlton and there can be any of a number of 
reasons for this, but with the continued professionalism and the injection of a few more good 
players, the Cosmos will scon be more than just competitive. Now, if we can only convince 
the supporters. 
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melic so home!!! 


Andre Kruger (Hamburg) has doubts about Ned Zelic’s ability to survive in Germany, 
but he is far more optimistic about the chances of Paul Agostino. 


Ned Zelic is back in Germany! In one sense | was happy to have him back here in the 
Bundesliga, but | know that it will be a hard step for him, and also his last chance in Germany. 
The coach from the Bavarian club 1860 Munich had an eye on Zelic, when he saw him on 
television during the Confederations Cup. Werner Lorant, the coach, signed him until the year 
2000 (with a further one year option) for 900,000 German marks from French club AJ Auxerre, 
where Ned spent most of his time on the bench or in the reserves. 

Also at 1860 Munich is Paul Agostino. At the moment he is just the ‘joker’ for the club, and 
Paul shows the people in Germany that he has the right nose to find the way to goal. Against 
Cologne he scored his first Bundesliga goal in a 1-0 win. Next day we found the old stories 
about the kangaroo in the newspapers. Agostino is very fast and a good fighter against the 
strong defencive players we have in Deutschland. But Munich's ‘other’ club is in last place in 
the league and it won't be easy to escape that position. 


The following match was against Hansa Rostock, the only team that has survived from the 
old East German first division. 1860 lost 0-3. It was Ned's first game in defence and he didn't 
have a great day, leaving the action at half-time. Agostino was also subbed, after 58 minutes. 

Coach Lorant said in an interview that he wants to use Zelic in midfield, not as a libero. The 
problem Is, Zelic is not the best player to have in a side fighting against relegation, as he 
showed during his days at Frankfurt. 

A week later 1860 secured an important 1-1 draw with Bielefeld without Ned, but Paul 
created a goal just seconds after coming on as a substitute. The only thing | heard from Zelic 
that week was that he was happy not to go to Australia to play in the Optus tournament. 


On to the Bielefeld Aussies. Danny Milosevic was loaned out to Preussen Munster to kick 
around with that little village club in Germany's ‘outback’. Hayden Foxe's problems are much 
bigger. After some visits to a specialist in Switzerland, maybe his playing days are over. 


Back to Munich. This weekend there was the match v Bayer Leverkusen, the club who also 
had an eye on Zelic, but after watching the WC games decided he wouldn't make the first team. 
With the score at 1-1, Agostino came on as a sub and within seconds, with his first touch, made 
it 2-1 with an excellent goal. Only two minutes later he was the hero when he scored again, 3-1 
with twenty minutes to go. But, since Melbourne, we know that soccer is sometimes hard and 
Munich lost the game in the final minutes 3-4. 

Two of the goals after mistakes from Zelic. It's time for him to go back to Australia, to give 
something back to the soccer there. After all the years, | can say he is no longer strong enough 
for the Bundesliga. 


South Melbourne breaks new territory... 
There's been at least one stab at South Melbourne over their match programme in this issue 
but while we've got a couple of inches there's a couple of things worth adding. 
Undeterred by the SMSG withdrawing their labour, SM got on the front foot and invited articles 
from the public. Enter one Newcastle fan, distressed at the direction of the team/club/coach 


etc, so South decide to print the whinge in the official programme for the Newcastle match! 
Would've LOVED to have been a fly on the wall when Kossie read option one: Sack the coach! 


Despite breaking new ground in inspiring opposition sides via their match programme the 
qurus at BJS have decided to issue just the one match programme for the remaining four 
matches, Hmm, It's obviously all too hard for them. 








Quotable Quotes from 1997 


Collected by Ewen Anderson 


The media is great at remembering what everyone connected with the game said - catching them 
particularly when they are least expecting to be quoted. At the end of each year they are repeated ad 
nauseam for our entertainment. Here is a selection of what the British Media remembered from 1997. 


« He’s just another flash football star, a flash boy racer with too much money and not 
enough brains. It’s boys like him that keep me In a Job. (Kim Wright, who works for a car 
repair firm on Man City's Georgi Kinkladze, who wrote off his Ferrari in a motorway accident). 

e Welcome to Anfield, but don’t expect another 4-3. (BBC's Alan Green before the Liverpool v 
Newcastle game which ended 4-3 for the second successive year). 

« I'm keeping my options open - you never know, Real Madrid might need a slow, balding 
centre half. (Alvin Martin, 38, refuting suggestions he had retired). 

* | got carried away with my own reputation and was trying to hit the ball too hard. (Bobby 
Charlton, 60, on his wayward shooting in his final match). 

e | cannot stop laughing. (Argentina football coach Daniel Passarella, on hearing his side would 
be playing Japan in the 1998 World Cup). 

» You should have kept Alan Ball. (Stockport County fans’ chant to Man City fans during a 3-1 
league victory). 

¢ We're s*** and we're sick of It. (Man City fans after another home defeat by Stoke City). 

« I'm ona diet of bananas and seaweed. It doesn't make me a better player, but I’m a better 
swimmer. (Coventry player-manager Gordon Strachan after a starring role on his comeback). 

* The cup Is the Icing on the cake but at the moment we haven't got any cake. (Grimsby 
caretaker-manager Kenny Swain after being thrashed 7-1 by Sheffield Wednesday in the FA 
Cup). 

+ Berlin has everything. It Is a cosmopolitan city with theatres and the people are open 
minded. They are not as narrow minded as the people in Nottingham. There are no 
theatres, no cinemas, hardly anything al all. All Nottingham has Is Robin Hood......and 
he’s dead. (Bryan Roy explains why he left Forest for Hertha Berlin). 

« Magnifico....or whatever they say In Paris. (Sunderland manager Peter Reid's reaction to a 
display by his French goalkeeper Lionel Perez). 

+ The spectators only see 45 minutes out of 90 as the other 45 the ball is in the clouds. God 
gave us grass to play football on the floor. (Brian Clough on the current Nottingham Forest 
side’s style of play). 

* In my private life | do what I like. The night Is my friend. If | don’t go out, | don't score. 
(Brazil and Valencia forward Romario after club coach Claudio Ranieri tried to persuade him to 
change his nightclubbing ways). 

* Asa superstition | tend to wear the same clothes If we win, so I’m going through a few 
outfits at the moment. (John McVeigh, manager of Partick Thistle). 

« At the moment | feel like a Ferrari belng driven by a traffic warden. (Roberto Baggio, after 
being left on the AC Milan bench again by coach Arrigo Sacchi). 

« [won't let them do It at the hotel where we're staying but | won't object If they rent a house 
or find a place to do It. (Argentina coach Daniel Passarella on his players having sex during the 
World Cup Finals). 

» Now we're just mad. Sampdoria coach Sven Goran Eriksson, who once described his charges 
as “mad and wonderful", after the 4-0 defeat by Atalanta, 

» He is playing better and better, even If he Is going grey and looks like a pigeon. (Chelsea 
player-manager Ruud Gullit on veteran striker Mark Hughes). 

| liked my wine and cheese. A good vin rouge and brie are a long way from the days at 

Millwall with a pint of lager and the ple and mash shop In Greenwich. (Tony Cascarino, the Irish 

“viker, compares Marseille to Millwall). 


Merry Christmas David... 


On the morning of Tuesday December 23, SocAus Chairman David Hill (DH), 
gave the following interview to Adelaide radio station SRPH during the 
morning sports show hosted by Ian Aitken (IA) and Rob Popplestone (RP). 


\A: "..congratulations to you as the man that's sitting on top of the tree at Soccer Australia, 
but | think those congratulations should go to every person that's involved with Soccer 
Australia..” 


DH: “! think that's true and most of all to the players and to the coaching staff and Terry 
Venables, because we haven't got on the field and kicked the ball or scored a goal, that's 
where the results have been delivered and you're quite right in your introduction, we've had 2 
couple of setbacks but that's football. This year since Venables has been coach of Australia 
we've played 19 internationals. We have won 14, drawn 3 and lost only 2 and by any 
standards that is an absolutely sensational record certainly the best Australia has ever done 
by a mile and in those 19 games we've taken on and played some of the world's best. It's 
been basically, probably, the best year we've ever had in soccer." 


RP: "David, this year | think there's no question you've taken steps up the stair case rather 
than steps down and soccer's getting the respect it deserves in the wider community not just 
the soccer community. | suppose the next target, the next goal for Soccer Australia would be 
to make the NSL even stronger than what it is now?" 


DH: “Oh sure, but you know lets...! noticed there's an increasing view expressed that the 
National Soccer League has got problems but it's had about a 50% growth in it's support 
base in the last two or three years. No other major sport in Australia can point to the growth 
we've had in support of the National Soccer League. Never the less, I'd be the first one to 
say we have not yet completed the task of realising the potential of soccer here in Australia 
with the popularity of the national league it deserves to be more mainstream in it's appeal 
than what it is at the moment and Adelaide is a terific case in point. Now we've had 
problems with the National League this year because they're rebuilding Hindmarsh Stadium. 
It will be a world class facility for the Olympics. It will be ready for National League games 
again, both the Adelaide Sharks and Adelaide City haven't been playing at home. 
Nevertheless, the support for those teams should be higher, they should be appealing more 
to the mainstream of Adelaide's sporting public than they do at the moment. If you look at 
(Port) Power, if you look at the (Adelaide) Rams | think soccer should be doing better than it 
is in Adelaide." 


\A: "We're very proud of our two Adelaide sides David, just going back to the Socceroos 
because that's a great story that | want to see happen and I'm not too sure how you and 
Soccer Australia are going to be able to achieve this, is to take advantage and keep the roll 
going that you have been able to do as a result of the comeback in the Confederations Cup. 
After Melbourne of course a lot of us were a little disappointed, the Confederations Cup 
washed the sour taste out of our mouths, how do you keep it going from here?" 


DH: “I think you're right about the Confederations Cup. | mean we beat Uruguay who are the 
South American champions,we beat Mexico who are the North American champions and 
ranked number 11 in the world. We drew in the first game against Brazil 0-0 who are the 
world champions, probably the best Brazilian team ever. | agree with you it's helped us all 
come to terms with the terrible disappointment with failing to make the World Cup despite not 
having being beaten in the World Cup campaign. Where do we go from here? 





The problem Australia's got is that we are part of a continent of Oceania and frankly it's 
not very strong; apart from New Zealand. It's just the Pacific island states and we need 
exposure to the sort of senior intemational tournament competition we had in Saudi Arabia 
(in) the Continental Confederations Cup. And | had discussions with FIFA, we didn't want to 
be locked away in Oceania. We went fo the world goveming body of soccer FIFA Congress 
last year and argued our case but we lost the vote. We didn't want fo be part of a small 
confederation. We're one of the few countries in the world that don't want less competition to 
make the World Cup finals. We want more, and the good news is that FIFA has given us a 
hand we need fo be invited to play in continental tournaments such as CONCACAF, which is 
North America and perhaps some Asian tournaments as well." 


[A: "Malaysia and Indonesia, of course, are so close to Us and we've all been speculating 
that how do we get more involved with their organisations. | don't Know whether that's 
possible or not David...” 


DH: “That's a reality we've got to face. Australia has for 25 years on‘and off been trying to be 
more closely connected with Asia. For 25 years. Asia does not want to embrace us with 
open arms, for all sorts of reasons, and that's just a reality we've got to accept. 
We'll keep trying and we'll keep sending the message that we would welcome an invitation to 
participate in major tournaments, But so far it's not been a very good record." 


IA: "Let's talk about Terry Venables because overnight the story has been broken that... 
it's been suggested that South Africa has spoken to Terry Venables. Are you able to help us 
with any information there?" 


DH; “No, | came back from Saudi (Arabia) about four days ago and | have spoken to Terry 
but not since this story broke, One of the things | went to do in Saudi Arabia was to talk 
about Terry's future with Australia. The position we've reached, we very much would like 
Terry Venables to continue as Australia's coach. He has been fabulous for Australian soccer. 
As | said, he's coached us in 19 internationals, some of them at the very highest level, (for) 
14 wins, 3 draws, 2 losses. By world standards, that's a fabulous result and Venables has 
got fo take a /ot of the credit for the advance we've made this year. 

He wants to continue with us. 

The basic problem is twofold. One, we've never been able to afford to pay Venables 
what he's demonstrably worth. He is one of the best coaches in the world and they come 
very expensive. We've got him relatively very cheaply to now. His contract runs at the 
moment now until the middle of next year (1998). The other problem we've got is being part 
of Oceania, we don't have very many senior internationals scheduled for 1998/99 and it 
would mean as a full-time coach on big money he would be fairly under-utilised. 

So there is a lot of difficult detail we've agreed we've got to sort out in the new year. 

But we’ have said to him, because it's not only South Africa, there are a number of countries 
fhat have qualified for the World Cup, we haven't, who have said they would be interested in 
Venables, because of his terrific record, in coaching them and we've said we won't stand in 
his way. 

But up until now Venables has said no. We all shared the failure to make the World Cup 
in Australia together and he's not about to jump ship but | told him again we wouldn't think 
any ill of him if he were to take up an offer and perhaps come back to Australia after the 
World Cup and that's where the situation stands. I'll probably be talking to him in the next 48 
hours and I'll know a bit more then. You can't blame South Africa or anybody else for 
recognising just how good Venables is for anybody's World Cup campaign." 


RP: "David, have we got a contingency plan If there Is no re-signing of Venables? 
Will we persist with the international flavour or look locally?” 


DH: "..Well that's a matter not for me but for the full board of Soccer Australia. We've got a 
meeting scheduled for early January and I'll be able to get an assessment of the views of all 
of my board colleagues as something as important as the coaching of Australia in Soccer. It 
isn't something that, you know, | decide unilaterally. It's got to be not only a collective 
decision but hopefully a unanimous one of the board of Soccer Australia, but until we met 
and have a yam about it it's a bit premature to say what the contingency will be if Venables 
doesn't continue. | hope he does and I'm still confident he will, incidentally, stay Australia's 
coach, but I've got to be honest and say there's a lot of very difficult detail we've go to sort 
out." 


RP: "Dave | think we agree and you mentioned in the interview earlier that there's been a lot 
of negative press and a lot of it undeserving of Soccer in Australia when.." 


DH: "| wonder why that is? Look, you were talking about Aussie rules football before | came 
on and certainly | was involved in rugby league with the North Sydney Bears. 

In fact | played a lot of rugby league and soccer and | think that the generosity of spirit in the 
other sports that sometimes is lacking in soccer, you know, there's a lot more fun associated 
wilh it, Cerlainly soccer's got it's fair share of whingers, hasn't it?" 


lA: "I don't think, and we spoke to George Negus last week, it comes from the other codes, 
In fact the other codes are very supportive of soccer in Australia.." 


DH: "| think there's a generosity of spirit that's probably more than we find in some sections 
of soccer," 


IA: "David have you enjoyed your role? Enjoyed your involvement? 


DH: "Frankly it's had it's moments (much laughter)../ think there's somewhat of an old guard 
in soccer that, you know, whines and whinges a lot so frankly it's had it's moments, but the 
results we've got on the field overcompensates for that, that makes it worthwhile. 

The fact, if you think about it, at international level this is the world's biggest sport by the 
proverbial mile, Australia's never ranked better than 50, in the world rankings, the 50th of the 
lop 50 countnes, and we're now down to number 32, and | think they'll take into account 
what our boys have done in the last couple of months. My guess is by early next year 
Australia will be in the top 20 of the world and that's so enormously satisfying considering 
we've never been better than 50, that progress overcompensates for anything that's 
upsetting in soccer." 


[A: "...and when you see people like Harry Kewell for example just jump out of the woodwork 
and nearly become an overnight instant success you must get a big smile on your face, | 
certainly do, when | see a little Aussie kid like that running around..." 


DH: “Terrific...not nearly an ovemight sensation, he is, in three critical internationals for 
Australia he scored a goal in each one of them and that golden goal against Uruguay, the 
whole world now knows about Harry Kewell. Of course they see him regularly as a striker 
for Leeds United in the Premier League but sure it's enormously satisfying when you see 
young Australians, Harry is just 19, go out there and take on the world's best and really 
make a mark mainly for themselves and for Australia as well. 





lA: "| believe the future of Australia is in the hands of people like the Mark Viduka's, Harry 
Kewell's, and Stan Lazaridis’ and people of that ilk they've really now have got to get the 
buming sensation inside of them which says we want to be there in the year 2002 and we 
insist to be there in the year 2002." 


DH: “Motivation is not a problem. We're going to have to address the World Cup qualifying 
route. We played iran as you know, we drew against them twice, they go through we're out. 
When we played Iran we had won twelve games and drew two against them they lost or 
drew their last seven games. They had three final chances to make the World Cup finals we 
only had one. So we've got to address with FIFA that the qualifying process to spread our 
risk, two draws and we're out, that's not right. But the motivation of the Harry Keweil's and 
our players wasn't a problem this time and you can be assured it won't be for the next one." 


RP: "David just before you go, | have to ask the question, we spoke about media..bad press, 
there was some press that there was a bit of difference in opinion between the players and 
yourself in Saudi Arabia in regards to pay..." 


DH: "That's right. This is another sad aspect of soccer. This goes back many many many 
years of disputes on pay before tournaments while they are in camp preparing for 
tournaments and it happened during the last World Cup campaign, there was threatened 
strike action before | even came to Soccer Australia. It goes back many years and it's an 
unsavoury aspect of soccer we've got to get rid of. Basil Scarsella who's Adelaide based and 
the deputy chair of Soccer Australia, he's agreed to try and come up with a workable formula 
for player payments so we don't have a recurrence of disputes. 

| mean, | arrived in Saudi Arabia and the day before our first game against Mexico, which 
we won and was terrific, we're issued an ultimatum by the players. Now that was a really 
unfortunate event and | hope Basil can come up with some formula so it doesn't happen 
again. it's happened too much in the past. | don't think it reflects well on the players and | 
don't think it reflects well on Soccer." 


IA: "No, but | think the great thing about it is that the players were able to go on and have a 
fantastic Confederations Cup and so...” 


DH: "That surprised me because | fell you the atmosphere the day before was awful and it's 
a credit to their character that it clearly didn't affect them on the field because after that very 
ugly day, they went on the field the next day, walloped Mexico who are number 717 in the 
world and undisputed champions of the continent of North America and qualified for 
practically every World Cup and then they backed up two days later drew 0-0 with the World 
Champions Brazil so it’s at least a credil to the players character that the complaints about 
money didn't affect their playing." 


Xmas wishes all round... 


' Special thanks to Lou Maratos for the transcription 
and Radio 5RPH, in particular Ian Aitken. 
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AWAY WITH THE COSMOS_ 
by Anthony Ferguson 


| grew up in Perth, and consequently, there aren't many NSL grounds I've managed to 
visit in my lifetime. The old Middle Park to see South Melbourne in the early 90s on a visit to 
that city, and Marconi's impressive set-up in 1995 when | ventured up the Hume to see my 
beloved Hammers take on the Olyroos, were until recent times, the only two. 

Hence, when | sussed out from the Cosmos' programme that a supporters bus would be 
leaving from the Belconnen Soccer Club (BSC) on the day of the UTS Olympic game, | 
thought it was time | ventured out of Canberra to cheer the Cosmos on in Sydney. | could 
take the opportunity to check out UTS Olympic's Belmore Stadium, also host to some rugby 
outfit called the Bulldogs. 


As the BSC was only about 5km from my place, | decided to get some exercise and hike 
over to the ground. On the way | indulged in my usual footballing fantasies. It's funny how 
your dreams get less majestic as you get older. A decade ago, | would have fantasised 
about scoring the winning goal for West Ham in the Cup Final, but now my dreams were 
reduced to being called out of the crowd as an emergency sub for the Cosmos, and scoring 
two goals and setting up a third to turn a 2:0 deficit into a 3:2 victory. That's what | mean 
about dreams losing their sparkle - | mean anybody could do a job for the Cosmos. 

| eventually arrived at the BSC half an hour later in a sweaty heap, having under- 
estimated the heat and the distance somewhat. Met up with several other die-hard 
supporters, and we discussed the fortunes of the Cosmos, the Coventry City of the NSL. 
The bus had a full quota of 22 passengers, and soon we were off on a long and uneventful 
journey, punctuated only by a stop at a crowded Maccas, and the odd visit to a pub or two 
along the way, with the ‘Vodka Boys' firmly ensconced down the back of the bus settling into 
their rhythm of chanting and general piss-taking. 


Once inside the ground | bumped into a couple of mates from Canberra, one of whom 
just happens to be Greek, and | left the majority of the Cosmos support to go cheer our guys 
on amongst the hundreds of Greeks in the grandstand. Here we took in the tastes and 
sights of Belmore - barbecued souviaki in a roll - excellent cuisine fellas, but how about 
taking the sticks out for us next time! Ouch, bumies. Oh and the sights, hundreds of 
attractive young Greek women. Game? What game? 

Our Greek associate was able to translate much of the dialogue passing between the 
Olympic faithful, who seemed to be equally divided between Rene Rivkin supporters and 
detractors. Most of it was humorous but I'll have to refrain from going into detail about the 
reason for the division, as it was of a sensitive nature. 


The game itself, despite the following day's negative report in the SMH, was actually very 
good from a spectator's point of view. Mostly end to end stuff and plenty of goal scoring 
opportunities, with Olympic having the edge throughout. In the opening twenty minutes it 
looked like the Cosmos would be torn apart, but to our credit the boys dug in and fought 
admirably for a 1:1 draw. The Cosmos continue to illustrate that they are turning the corner. 
Giannasca in goal was superb, and Buljan's equaliser was excellent. And | should add that 
the Olympic supporters were very good natured throughout, and did not object to three idiots 
cheering for the Cosmos in their midst. 

After the game we were privileged to meet the Cosmos players, because their coach had 
blocked our bus off in the car park, and we had to wait for them to come and move it. 

The lads were all very friendly and appreciative of our efforts to come all this way and see 
them. Despite our probing, Norman Kelly diplomatically negated shedding any light on the 
Cosmos’ negotiations with two mystery players (by the time you read this they will have 
turned out to be Trim Morgan and a Brazilian who demanded too much and buggered off 
again). 








So that was my day out in Sydney to see the Cosmos. | enjoyed it so much I'll probably 
go on the next trip to see us play Sydney Utd. That could be a classic (it wasn't, we got 
shellacked). Incidentally, it was on this trip that | heard how much some of the Cosmos" full 
time players are getting paid. HOW MUCH??7?7 That much?? Jesus I'd be embarrassed 
if | was some of those blokes. Is that harsh? Hey, this is a fanzine, I'm a fan, | can criticise 
all | want. | pay my money every week ... alright, | get the tickets out of Soccer Australia 
Monthly but fair's fair. Most of us ordinary fans earn nowhere near that much in a week. 


Postscript: A week alter the trip to UTS, Cosmos beat them 8:1 in the return match. Ejght 
bloody onel!/!!!! Fellas, can | just say that this one game made ail of the last three years 
worthwhile. My mate Ray has been here since day one. | reckon he's seen every Canberra 
NSL game since the early 1980s, all the other reincarnations of the team, and the look on his 
face as he ran around the ground shaking his fist in the air when that 8th goal went in made 
it all worthwhile. 


Thanks Cosmos. 


On the move..... 
Former National League player John Koch has been signed by NSW Super League 
newcomer Ryde City Gunners. Koch has transferred from Leichhardt Tigers in 
a bid to take Ryde to a middle table spot in their first year. 


ANC finals have just been completed and the only thing we DO know is that they'll be more 
changes in the leaderboard next month.... 

In the meantime we have to get through rounds 22, 23 and 24. Yep, its Euro Cups time 
again. Just nominate the three winners, 10 points for each winner, 6 for runner-up, three 
points for making the semis. AND if you pick the trifecta, a bonus 10 points. 

Okay then, entries via phone/fax or e-mail (see page 2) by March 13. That way everbody 
gets a good shot at nine points at least. But there is a possible forty points in the offering 
here, and the prizes are handed out in July so now's the time to make that run home. 

And just in case you need a reminder of the 1/4 final pairings: 

C7 - Bayer Leverkusen v Real Madrid, Juventus v Dynamo Kiev, Bayern Munich v Borussia 


| Dortmund, Monaco v Manchester United 


C2 - Roda JC v Vicenza, Slavia Prague v VfB Stuttgart, AEK Athens v Lokomotiv Moscow, 
Real Betis v Chelsea 

C3 - Ajax Amsterdam v Spartak Moscow, Inter Milan v Schalke 04, Lazio v Auxerre, Atletico 
Madrid v Aston Villa 


The Leaderboard 
Rd 19; ConfedCup Rd 20: Gold Cup 
Kevin Christopher (114) Brazil (10) Brazil (3) 
Bhupinder Rai (97) Brazil (10) Brazil (3) 
Lance Librandi (76) Brazil (10) Brazil (3) Ghana (0) 


Rd 21; ANC Finals TOTAL 
Cameroon (0) 
Seth Efricka 


Anthony Fensom (70) Brazil (10) Brazil (3) 
Harry Georgiadis (69) Brazil (10) 


Selh Efricka 
Mexico (10) Tunisia 


Don’t forget to visit the SU website at: 
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~studsup/first1.htm 
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Destination: Melbourne Maracana 
From Peter Kunz 


Much has been written in the last SU about the THAT match. In this article | wish to 
record some of my memories of the day and look forward with hope to the future. 


8am - Morning of the match. | take a small Ansett plane from Canberra to Melbourne. 
Surprisingly, Canberra Cosmos defender Lindsay Wilson sits next to me and we talk about 
the match. We're both nervous as we both admit there is so much riding on it. 


9:30am - Arrive Melbourne. Other fans take the bus into the city wearing Socceroo and 
other soccer strips. Pass a huge billboard with a smirking Bosnich. Are we in Melbourne or 
Milan? It starts to feel like a soccer city in Europe where the match is THE big occasion. 


diam - Arrive in the city and ask directions from a person who turns out to be a Frenchman! 
He can't help me but we chat about WC "98. Somehow, the omens seem favourable... 

12am - Walk around the city for a few hours and notice soccer supporters every few 
minutes. This is big time. Head into the sporting superstore of Myer and browse the soccer 
section. A team of female soccer players are tapping a ball about. Aussie rules? No! 
Soccer rules! 


2pm - Head off across the lovely Fitzroy Gardens to my motel. On the way | ask a woman 
for directions. She is from Perth so she can't be too helpful, Seeing my Canberra Cosmos 
shirt she asks if I'm going to the game. | ask her. “No” she said, "I'm here to attend a 
wedding, but I'll try and keep up with the score”. 

"Well" | quipped "Best wishes to the bride and groom, but tell them you can get married any 
day of the week but you can't make the World Cup any day”. A minute later | bump into a 
couple wearing Nottingham Forest shirts... Yep, they're off to the game also. 


5pm - Hit the Cricketers Arms. This could be a pub in Europe. Cram packed with soccer 
fans and it was good to put faces to names, as | enter a friendly conversation with some 
Brisbane Strikers fans. This is how every SU fan dreams the game will be in Australia, but 
this is no dream. 


6:30pm - Outside the MCG the atmosphere Is electric. Green and gold everywhere. 

The Three Diegos are doing a show and | say a few words into the mike. The MCG is 
awesome. For one night it was the Melbourne Maracana. The band played soccer songs 
before the game and when the crowd sang "You'll Never Walk Alone" the hairs stood up on 
the back of my neck. Then when about 80,000 people sang the National Anthem | never felt 
so proud of being an Aussie. 

I'm not going to write about the game except to say that football is never predictable. This is 
why we love it. If you could foretell the result of every game how many people would watch? 
On the flight home the next day I'm still in shock. I'm normally nervous of flying but I'm too 
stunned to be nervous. About a week later the pain mostly wears off. 

So let's get things in perspective. Iran were a very competitive side with ultimately a more 
lethal forward line than Australia. There will be other countries missing this next WC with 
greater pedigrees such as Portugal, Russia and Uruguay. 

More importantly, thank you Melbourne for putting on such a show. For one day this most 
European of Australian cities made a dream come true, that for one day in this country 
soccer would be on everyone's lips. David Hill deserves praise for his MCG coup. | was at 
the SFS for our last valiant effort v Argentina and the atmosphere in Sydney never matched 
Melbourne. I've seen a game at the San Siro and the buzz didn't come within cooee of the 
‘Melbourne Maracana’', : 





We must go on to harness the potential this beautiful game has in this country. 

We couldn't score goals for our country, but all those in altendance contributed to the 
passionate and uniting atmosphere. | talked to a Canberra sports journalist about the 
passion in Melbourne. He asked me why soccer fans are so passionate. 

What can you say? We are all in love with the beautiful game, and for two hours 85,000 
aficionados united as one and chased the Holy Grail of World Cup qualification. If qualifying 
for the WC was easy, the competition would not be worth a cracker. This is why it is the 
greatest single porting competition on the globe, 


Regrets? - I've got a few, but being in Melbourne that day isn't one of them. The special 
atmosphere for most of the day was so palpable, you could bottle it. See you again in four 
years, for a little less of the agony, so much more of the ecstasy. ? 


Exile in Oceania: A Socceroo Fan's Lament 
(To the tune of ‘Living Next Door to Alice") 


FIFA called up and asked how we felt 
We said bloody awful, we were hoping you'd help 
Get over Iran 


They said it's au revoir France but the Confederations Cup's here 
We know you've been waiting for nearly a year... 


We have a national team which no -one wants to play 
Some say we are no good, the others are afraid 
But we'll never improve playing in Oceania 


We slay the Solomons on the sands 
Thrash Tahiti by the palms 
We can even cane the Kiwis with just one leg and arm 
Yes life's a beach living in Oceania 


It's been twenty four years waiting to advance 
Twenty four years just to get a second chance 
50 we languish here in exile in Oceania 


Another Foster in the news... 
The annual Carlsberg Cup competition in Hong Kong doesn't usually attract too much 
_ attention from the likes of SU but the 1998 tournament was an exception. Chile were 
involved, without Salas and Zamarano of course, but they were thumped 3-1 by the hosts 
courtesy of a Paul Foster hat-trick, Yep, he's Craig's brother. Samson Siasia was also in 


HK with the Nigerian team but didn’t make an impact. 

One unusual item to reach our ears was the news that Iranian officials had hassled a 
photographer who had been snapping pictures of Modirrousta and Yasdani punching on 
during a training session. Police intervention (between the officials and the snapper) was 
required, 





mD 
ie 


4) 


Did that REALLY happen? 


JANUARY 
6 - Canberra Cosmos thump UTS Olympic 8-1 to completely re-write the history books. 
7 - The West Australian reports that the transfer fee payable by Perth Glory to Newcastle 
Breakers (for Troy Halpin) is $45,000. Maybe he'll be earning more than Siasia? . 
12 - Tragedy in Victoria as 17 year old Peter Grguric, a member of the 1997 Australian 
Schoolboys team that only recently returned form a four week tour of South America and 
New Zealand, drowns at Punch Bowl Beach near Phillip Island after being caught in a rip. 
15 - In what may prove a masterstroke, ESPN will televise all the Womens World Cup 
matches in June/July 1999, with the ABC showing the opening match and final live. 
Yep, the American ABC, televising womens soccer. Live. SocAus releases the 
Compensation/Free agent list. Any surprises? Well, remembering that if your over 26 and 
out of contract, not really. But Fausto De Amicis might attract attention, as may the Cranney 
boys, Luke Casserley, the Navens, Peter Tsekenis, Brett Hughes maybe... | 
16 - Reuters reports that Aurelio Vidmar has joined Chateauroux until the end of the season, 
20 - Raul Blanco invites South Melbourne Hellas coach Angie Postecoglou to ‘assist’ the 
Olyroos in the lead-up to the three match series v Brazil. The Aurelio Vidmar 'transfer’ 
appears to have struck trouble as Tenerife and Chateauroux can't seem to agree on a fee. 
24 - The Sth Oz Soccer Federation launches five 30-second ads aimed at promoting soccer 
and the upcoming international v Japan in particular. . 
22 - David Hill announces he will be standing for pre-selection as an ALP candidate for the 
federal seat of Hughes, but reckons he will remain as Chairman of SocAus. says Hill, "Last 
year when we had the torrid World Cup campaign, | was also working at the NSW Railways, 
and frankly, if | can handle that | can handle anything”. | 
22 - Terry Smith of the Daily Telegraph reports that there will bea “Turf War" between the 
Northern Spirit FC and North Sydney Cricket Club over the sharing of North Sydney Oval. 
23 - Terry Smith reports that the NSW Cricket Association has no problem in principle with 
next summers sharing of North Sydney Oval. The article further states that cricket will be 
played on a portable wicket that will be replaced with a softer wicket for soccer matches. 
24 - Rumours persist that Northern Spirit are talking to agents of lan Rush, Garry Mabbultt, 
John Bames and Ally McCoist. 
25 - John Taylor reports in the Sunday Telegraph that JP De Marigny may have to quit 
soccer after a recent training mishap that has left him with blurred vision. 
Peter Kogoy of the Sun Herald Is more damning In his approach on the subject and suggests 
that JP was “king hit" by one of his own players. Kogoy also describes JP's injuries to 
include bruising of the brain and nerve damage to the left eye. 
UTS coach Geoff Harcombe has called for a full investigation into the incident and has stood 
the player (not named) down until the investigation is completed. 
27 - The Olyroos beat the 'new’ AIS team 3-0 with Susa (twice) and Knipe getting on the 
scoreboard. The Adelaide Sharks sign 30 year old midfielder Lou Hristodoulou, who has 
returned to Oz after nine seasons at Panathinaikos. 
28 - The Olyroos lose 0-1 to the Canberra Cosmos with Musitano getting the winner two 
minutes from the end. Carlton releases captain Alan Hunter after he struggles to regain full 
fitness following persistent ankle problems since his pre-season operation. Sean Douglas in 
promoted to captain while Dean Anastasiadis is promoted to. vice-captain. 
929 - Latest wild rumour surrounds Clayton Zane, who is expected to sign with either 
Northern Spirit (three years seems a popular theory) or Marconi. 
31 - The West Australian reports that Vas Kalogeracos may be coming home from 
Stockport, with Perth Glory managing to batter the transfer fee down from $50,000 to _ 
$20,000, An unusual start to the game at Suncorp when the referee decides to restart It _ 
after Kalac is late on to the field. Perth Glory's Samson Siasia opens the scoring in Nigeria's 
2-0 win over Hong Kong in the final of the Lunar New Year tournament. 





FEBRUARY 

1 - Carlton confirm they will be in this year's finals by securing a 1-1 draw away to Adelaide 
City. It's usually a yardstick.... The same could be said for Perth Glory's achievernent, 
winning 2-1 at the Melbourne Knights after going a goal behind. 

4 - Frank Arok heads to Sydney to have a chat with officials of UTS Olympic. Marconi have 
expressed interest in Carlton's Kresimir Marusic while Craig Foster has attracted the 
attention of Reading, Sheffield Wednesday, Aston Villa and Celtic, Former AlS captain 
Eddie Bosnar signs with Newcastle Breakers until the end of the season. 

6 - Brisbane Strikers defeat Ipswich Knights 3-7 in a bad-tempered ‘friendly’. Parramatta 
Eagles return home from a two match series against Fijian champions Ba. The tour was 
organised as part of a goodwill exercise between the NSWSF and the FSF, 

7 - Goran Lozanovski Is sent off and the Australian defence is repeatedly exposed as Chile 
win 1-0 at a rain-soaked and wind-swept Olympic Park. Half a world away Kevin Muscat is 
in trouble again with Charlton's Matt Holmes threatening legal action over the tackle from 
Muscat in last week's FA Cup match which has put his career in jeopardy. 

10 - The West Australian reports that Fremantle City coach Stuart Kamasz is being closely 
watched by the Newcastle Breakers. Kamasz has been very successful at state level, 
winning 10 trophies for Stirling Macedonia, Has Kosmina had a vote of confidence lately? 
12 - Danny Hay signs a two year deal with Perth Glory. 

13 - Adrian Cervinski walks out on the Knights, with Carlton first in line to sign him up. 

14 - Paul Agostino scores twice to put 1860 Munich 3-1 up with nineteen minutes to go but 
Bayer Leverkusen come back to win 4-3. 

17 - South Korea bounce back from the doldrums with a 3-1 win over Marconi. Francis 
Awaritefe and a couple of Koreans are shown the red card. Meanwhile in Adelaide the 
touring Japanese national team thump Sth Oz 5-1 with Kazu Miura amongst the scorers, 
18 - Damian Mori scores a couple as Ad City defeat Wollongong in a catch-up match. 

22 - Damian Mori scores a couple as Ad City defeat Canberra. 


Top eight after 19 rounds: South Melbourne 39, Sydney Utd, 36, Adelaide City 35, 
Wollongong 31, Carlton 30, Marconi 28, Perth 28, Melbourne Knights 26, Gippsland 24 


There goes another one, and another one, and 
More movement in the club administrative ranks with John Denison departing the general 
manager's desk at Edensor Park, Ray McCluskey leaving the Falcons for a second time and 
sebastian Italia giving the Knights a couple of weeks nolice. 


Will he, won't he 

Can't help but laugh at the current stand-off in Zurich over whether Sepp Blatter will 
nominate for the FIFA presidency. Just loved the bullyboy tactics of the Europeans, 
demanding Herr Blatter nominate by January 31, when he doesn't need to publicly declare 
his candidacy until April 7. Anyway, FIFA have decided to have an extraordinary pow-wow 
about the whole affair on March 13, after 13 of the 24 Executive members thought it was 
worthwhile to sort the affair out. Ifit came down to a choice between Sepp and Lennart, | 
suspect Australia would be far better off backing the devil we know... 


| | Don’t touch that dial... 
Rumours persist that the Ten Network will be submitting a bid for television rights for both 
Ericsson Cup and international matches next season. 
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Bulletin Board 


The Farr Post - Issue 17 (Feb 1998) available NOW! 
32 pages of the best and worst in Queensland soccer! - 
Including: Interview with (referee) Mark Shields, a feature on the 'Rod Brown 
incident’, and a look at the conundrum of how to (verbally) support your team! 
As usual, a damned good read. Get on to Tony at: 
SportsPrint, P O Box 478, Bulimba Qld 4171 










Sitter! - Issue 23 (Jan/Feb 1998) available NOW! 
36 pages of the best and worst in Kiwi soccer- 
Including: Sean Douglas interview and a great article on the REAL soccer greats XI 
featuring Napoleon Bonaparte in central midfield and Princess Diana on the bench!?! 
Get on to Bruce Holloway at 11 Thames St, Hamilton or e-mail to 
bhollow@iconz.co.nz 
AND - Congratualtions to Bruce and the crew for winning the 'Total Football Fanzine 
World Cup finals'. Yep, it's THAT good. 









Do you still want to go to France? 


We couldn't bring ourselves to include this stuff in the last issue but | quess we have to 
be fair and accept the finals will go on without us. If anyone has picked up their dummy ,or 
just wants to support Iran's opponents,and reconsidered spending between $4-5,000 plus 

spending money, then there's a couple of people you may want to chat to. 

Kerry Phillips Great Events (02) 4961 0800 offers a variety of packages including optional 
mini European tours or 16 nights in Paris which will see you at a total of eight matches. 
The interesting part of KPGE's brochure is the ticket prices for the matches themselves, 

which reveal startling figures due to no Australian operator securing ticket rights. 
According to KPGE, the “three master agents apponited were all from offshore. These 
companies bid "megadollars” for rights, and of course have passed those costs on.” 

If the prices are a result of 'master agents’, then FIFA need to have a bloody good look at 
the whole issue of ‘agents’, and not just those involved in transfers of players! 
Global Sports Tours put out a beautiful colour brochure before THAT game and prices 
were starting at under $4,000, but how the ticket prices have affected that figure is unknown. | 
Try ringing (07) 3844-4966 or Toll Free on 1800-653-231 


Wanted: Aussie soccer songs (new or used) 

Andrew Howe is on the lookout for any Australian soccer songs on audio 
tape. Old or new -in any language - any songs relating to ex- or current 
national or state league clubs are wanted. Andrew will pay for postage, or 
can swap with songs that he currently owns. Email [ahowe@adam.com.aul], 
phone 08 8298 1746 or write to 28 Boyle St, Oaklands Park, SA, 5046. 





P.S, Had a West Ham youth team report shoved in front of us recently suggesting 


a young Aussie by the name of Gary Alexander was scoring goals for'em, Anyone| 
know any more? 








And don’t forget to look out for... 


Olyroos v Brazil -'Three Match Series ; 
Sun, March 15 - Perth Thurs, Mar 19- Adelaide Sat, March 21 - Sydney 
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ERICSSON CUP HIGHLIGH 
Round 21 - March 6-8 Cariton v Marconi, Wollongong v south Mel | 
| » v\ | elb 
detalii 22 - March 13-15 Marconi v Sydney Utd et —_" 
ound 23 - March 20-22 Sydney Utd v UTS Olympic, Adelaide Cit 
: | ; y v Melb Knights 
Round 24 - March 27-29 South Melbourne v Perth Glory, Marconi v Adelaide City 


Victorian Premier League highlights 


Round & - March 13-16 Port Melbourne v Heidelberg (a bottom of the table clash?) 


Also: Keep one eye open for the Dynasty Cup in Hona Kona fi ' ' 
Korea and the hosts. ee g Kong featuring Japan, China, South 


Bulletin Board (extRa) 


Soccer related s preadsheet software is now available 
Throw away those pens, bits of scrappy paper, and your calculator 

McRopod Concepts has designed an Exeel Version 5.0 spreadsheet which will keep your 
Ericsson Cup round by round fixtures and scores, ladder, Finals series, and a whole pile of 
Interesting 1997/98 season's stats completely up to date in an instant, — 
Just by entering the score of 4 fixture - everything else is done for you 
Can't understand the Finals system? Me Ropod's spreadsheet does, and you'll be able to use it 
to predict which team will be 1997/98 Champion. Then enter the actual SCOrOS OS they come in 
and see how your prediction fared x 
| McRopod has also completed another similar system for the 1998 WC in F rance. All fixtures 
venues, dates, Group ladders, and the full elimination draw has boon loaded and all it needs is 
the scores. Whether actual scores, ar your Predictions, you ean work out who'll win we 1998 
Instantly 





















Both Systems are available by ornail Hy obstuin 1) Them that way, you'll also be provided with 
complete support and any updiles to be Issued Contact Meropoddstarnet.com.au or 
McRopod Concepts, PO Box 1112, Richmond North Vie 4124 for further details 
The EC and WC systems cost $10.00 each by onal and con be ordered separately 
The Systems can also be obtained on disk by post al $15.00 each, or $25:00 for both. 


If you're ever in Melbourne on a Saturday make sure you tune into the: 
Four Diegos Soccer Show - 97.4 FM (Melbourne) - Saturday 10 am -12 midday | 


If you’re ever in Melbourne make sure you drop into: | 
Melbourne Sports Hooks, 9 Elieabeth St, Melbourne | 
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WIN WIN WIN WIN WIN 


WIN A OWSS POLO SHIRT!! 
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Just tell us why Bertie is smiling so, um, CONTENTEDLY... 


What HAS he just been told?? Nothing too crude thanks, 
and references to Salman Rushdie will be treated with disdain. 
Answers to the usual address on page 2 or email us at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 
Oh yeah, the shirt is a medium, so if you're a small, large or very 
bloody large you probably won't be able to wear it personally. 





And (almost) finally, it's official: NO Aussies at the World Cup 
Congratulations to Eddie Lennie on his appointment to the Worid Cup roster, and although we'd love 
to call Eddie an Aussie but that would be stretching it just a bit..... 

Congrats also to Vanuatu's Lencie Fred who also gets a close up view of proceedings in France. 
Mr Fred obviously impressed FIFA with his efforts at the Olympics, when he ran the line in the final. | 


Finally (yes, finally) you may or may not see the funny side to 
this.... 


Q: Did you hear about the Aussie who invented a time machine? 
A: He set it for November 29 and went back to shoot Khodadad Aziz! 
(but like most Aussie marksmen, he missed!) 





